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APRIL 2011

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

April brings bad news and good news. The bad news concerns the tragedy in Japan with the expanding radiation caused by last month’s earthquake, and the tragic loss of lives due to the hostilities in Libya, but we also have good news: the flowers are blooming, Easter will soon be here and Susan Agosta is getting married!! The wedding will be held on Saturday, April 30, at 11AM at Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church, 12805 Valleywood Drive, Woodbridge, Virginia 22192. Susan is inviting her lodge brothers and sisters to attend the church ceremony only. Space and cost considerations preclude extending an invitation to the reception which follows; however, Susan would like to have us at the church. She does not want any gifts. Dolores and I plan to attend, and we hope to see other lodge members.
Our April lodge meeting will be at St. Mary’s K of C Hall on Fairfax Station Road at 7PM on Saturday, April 9. Please let me know by phone (703-323-8447) or by e-mail (fmarcinkow@aol.com) if you plan to attend. We are having the food catered by Tony’s Italian Restaurant in Fair Lakes so I need to have some idea of how many people are coming. We will charge $10.00 per person for the meal which will include lasagna, chicken breasts, antipasto and garlic bread. Dolores will prepare a special dessert and ask volunteers to bring a dessert.
Our program at the lodge meeting will be an in-house. I will have a brief summary of the coming Grand Lodge convention and other topics of interest from my attendance at the Grand Lodge quarterly meeting. Lucio D’Andrea will show a film on the world-renowned Papal Foundry headed by the Marenelli family in Agnone, Italy, which has operated the foundry for over 700 years. The foundry has been casting church bells for centuries. Lucio, who has visited the foundry and its museum, will add commentary. Speaking from experience of over 50 years ago, I assure you that this is an interesting topic. Then, John Asiello will speak on the need for delegates to the convention.
On a final note, Earl Jones is resigning his position as lodge webmaster for health reasons. Earl has done an outstanding job and will be sorely missed by all of us. We will need a volunteer to quickly step forward as webmaster. Earl will be available to aid in the transition, and I am asking Joe La Marca to step in as a temporary stopgap until we secure a replacement. Please call Joe or me if you have any interest.
The monthly council meeting will be held at the Fairfax Library on Main Street on Wednesday, April 13, at 7PM in room 103. The Lunch Bunch convenes at Brion’s grill on Thursday, April 14.  Dennis Lillo will then provide a recommendation for future Lunch Bunch gatherings.
Ciao,
Frank
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE-RELATED EVENTS

April 13
Council Meeting


7:00 PM

At Fairfax Library (Room 103)

April 14
Lunch Bunch



12:00 Noon

At Brion’s Grill

April 30
Language Group


6:00 PM

At the Ognibene’s

June 17-19
State Biennial Convention




Winchester, Va.



APRIL LODGE MEETING WILL BE ON THE 9TH

The April lodge meeting will feature a report from lodge president Frank Marcinkowski on the upcoming Grand Lodge convention, a film from Lucio D’Andrea on the world-renowned Papal Foundry in Agnone, Italy, and John Asiello will tell us about the need for delegates to the convention.  The meal will be catered and there will be a cost of $10.00 per person.  For all the details about the meeting and the meal, see Frank’s message on Page 1.
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

. 

The LUNCH BUNCH will meet at Brion’s Grill at 12:00 noon on April 14.  Contact Frank Marcinkowski at fmarcinkow(at)aol.com or 703 323 8447 if you plan to attend.

The language group will meet on April 30 at the home of Peter and Kathleen Ognibene, 509 Pendleton St., Alexandria, VA, 22314. Please obtain directions and inform Carlo and Betsy what type of dish you will be providing.

Lodge member Peter Ognibene’s has published an article entitled “Cinecitta: Italy’s Dream Factory” in the winter 2011 edition of “Italian American.”  Please check it out if you missed it.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Victor Haburchak





Marianne Hallahan

Apr. 15

Carlo Mignani


Apr. 3


Neil Nappo


Apr. 19

Susan Bonsiero


Apr. 5


Vincent Serafino

Apr. 20

Linda Moran Jones


Apr. 8


Fred Ingham


Apr. 29

[image: image3.wmf]Patricia Baskette


Apr. 11

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

Joseph & Renee Signorelli

April 5

Marianne Hallahan


April 15

Patricia Baskette


April 28

FROM JOHN ASIELLO

Many thanks for the “get well cards” and visits that I received while recovering from surgery to replace my knee.  Your thoughtfulness is and was greatly appreciated and comforting.  It is great to be part of such a caring organization.
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ITALY IN APRIL                                            
There have been songs written about “April in Paris,” but April in Italy is just as worthy of a musical tribute. Spring has pretty much sprung by this time throughout most of the country, and while that means that the weather in Italy won’t necessarily be 100% reliably wonderful, it is still a great time to travel in Italy.

April is when the tourist season starts ramping up although it is still generally considered part of Italy’s “shoulder season.” Even though it is not the height of the high season yet, however, you are likely to find higher prices in Italy’s most popular tourist destinations. If you are prepared to perhaps pay a bit more for accommodations and airfare, Italy in April is still a real treat – it’s typically not very hot anywhere and the onslaught of tourists hasn’t hit yet.

As with any other month in Italy, there are festivals and celebrations taking place all over the country and seeing a town celebrate something near and dear to its heart is an excellent way to create unique travel memories. Learning a new dance, tasting a new food or participating in a procession through town are all the makings of some of the best travel experiences any of us can hope to have.

The patron saint of Venice is St. Mark, and his special day is April 25th – a great day to be in Venice if you like the idea of lots of live music and a big feast in St. Mark’s Square. And in the town of Sezze outside Rome, the last weekend in April is the Sacre del Carciofo – the Artichoke Festival. Artichoke lovers will get to sample the thorny dish cooked several different ways and served with local breads. 

Also note that April 25 is a national public holiday in Italy – it’s the Festa della Liberazione, or Liberation Day. It recognizes the liberation of Italy after World War II by the allied forces in 1945. Many Italians take advantage of the proximity of Liberation Day and May Day (May 1), both Italian public holidays, to take an extended vacation.  Many stores and attractions are closed on April 25.
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April Fool's Day in Italy, or the Pesce d'Aprile               

April Fool's Day in Italy ("Pesce d'Aprile") is a day in which people do dirty deeds against one another in the name of humor and good fun. The favorite is to tape a paper cutout of a fish to the back of an unsuspecting friend and then the group laughs (silently) as they walk around.
Then everyone jokingly questions: "L'hai visto?" "Chi?" "Il pesce d'Aprile!" (or "Have you seen?" "Who?" "the April Fool!").  Literally, "Pesce d'Aprile" in Italian is the April Fish.
From: Addicted2Italy
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Grand Lodge of Virginia

Order Sons of Italy in America

32nd Biennial Convention – June 17-19, 2011

Registration Form
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________ State: ________ Zip Code: ____________

Telephone #: _____________________ E-mail Address: ______________________________________









(Please print legibly)

Lodge: ______________________________________________________________________________

Arrival Date:   __________________________   

Banquet Choice (check one):   __ Chicken Piccata
__ Imperial Stuffed Flounder














# People
Amount



Convention Registration Fee: 



$130.00
_______
$_______
(Includes Friday night buffet; breakfast & lunch on

Saturday plus the Banquet on Saturday evening; plus

 all documents, credentials, and convention materials.)

Sunday Breakfast at Castiglia’s Restaurant


$ 10.00
_______
$________

TOTAL ENCLOSED








$________
Make checks payable to Frances Cabrini Lodge #2723 and mail to: 

Joseph Ressa 1524 Moffett Drive, Winchester, VA 22601

Please check the Committee Meeting you will attend Friday afternoon (you will be assigned, if you do not chose):

Audit __   Bylaws __  Charity __  Culture & Heritage  __  Education __  Fundraising __  Good of the Order __  Membership __

Registration deadline is June 1, 2011.


Hotel Information

Holiday Inn Historic Gateway

333 Front Royal Pike

Winchester VA 22602

Telephone: Call 540-667-3580 or use this link  to make your reservation. Please notify the reservations agent that you are with the Sons of Italy Convention. The hotel rate is $85.60 (includes tax). King Feature rooms will be $90.95 (3 available) 

Hotel registration deadline is May 21, 2011. 

Reservations outside of the block dates of June 16-June 18 will have to be made separately.
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