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APRIL 2010

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Cari amici,

As I assume my duties, I believe that a look back is in order to recognize people who have made a favorable impact on our lodge: Joe La Marca for leading us in an exemplary manner throughout the last two years; Rosalie Alligood for a great job in arranging the monthly programs; Gene La Colla in providing an invaluable assist in management of our budget; Jo Lowe for her flawless support as our Financial Secretary; Janine Bjorn for keeping lodge council activity straight with her accurate reporting; Dot Saia for her sound counsel to all of us; Paul Alligood for keeping us informed through the La Bandiera newsletter each month; all of the other officers for giving of their time to do all the tasks required for successful administration of the lodge; and, finally, the monthly preparation of the meeting site under the leadership of John Asiello and Joe Saia.  John deserves special thanks for providing strong leadership in management of outside activities of the lodge as well as regular and special event cooking for our crowd. Outside help was also provided and greatly appreciated from the Roma Lodge which generously provided the FIAT magnetic signs for the 4th of July parade.

Looking forward to our April program, we will have a pot luck meal.  I am requesting that members whose last names begin with “A” through “L” provide a main dish for 6 to 8 people; members with last names that begin with “M” through “P” bring a vegetable or salad side dish; and, members with last names beginning with “R” through “W” are asked to bring a dessert.

We will have a guest speaker, John Horejsi, who is founder and coordinator of the “Social Action Linking Together” (SALT), a faith-based grass roots network of 1,000 which is positively influencing public social policy on behalf of low-income families and the homeless in Northern Virginia.  John has lived in Vienna since 1974 and has been a long-term community activist in support of social welfare issues. He has received the “Lord Fairfax Community Service Award”, the “Governor Warner’s Community Service Award” and the “Fairfax County Citizens Association & Washington Post’s 2007 Citizens of the Year Award”. He will discuss “How To Change The World – (But Not In One Day)”.

John will be followed by Lucio D’Andrea who will provide an overview of our programs for the balance of the year (a work in progress). Come and join us. We welcome your comments on our future programs.

 
I look forward to a fun-filled year with all of you!

 
Ciao,

            Frank
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The Italian Heritage Lodge meets at the Knights of Columbus Hall behind St. Leo’s Catholic Church, 3704 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, Va.

La Bandiera Editor:
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG (upper case added for emphasis – not required on the address line).  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS

April 10

Lodge Meeting


 7:00 PM

At KofC at St. Leo’s


April 20

Lunch Bunch



12:00 Noon

Location TBD


April 21

Council Meeting


 7:00 PM

Kings Park Library

April 24

Language Group


 6:00 PM

At the Ognibene’s

APRIL LODGE MEETING

The April lodge meeting will be held April 10 at the usual location – the Knights of Columbus hall behind St. Leo’s Church at 7:00 PM.  See Frank’s message on Page 1 for the program details and what food items to bring depending on your last name.  Beverages will be provided by the lodge.  Hope to see you there.

Vice-President Lucio D’Andrea will discuss future lodge programs, some of which are noted on Page 5.  
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

The LUNCH BUNCH will meet, April 20, at an as yet to be determined location.                             Contact Frank Marcinkowski for location and reservations (703 323 8447) or fmarcinkow(at)verizon.net.  Everyone is welcome; it’s strictly a social event; no lodge business will be discussed. 

The language group will meet April 24 at 6:00 PM at the Ognibene’s.  Please obtain directions and advise the Mignanis (mignani(at)cox.net, 703-830-7699) what dish you plan to provide.

Through April 11, the musical “The Light in the Piazza” is playing at Arena Stage in Crystal City.

On April 22, there will be a concert at the 930 Club in D. C. featuring acoustic Italian rap music from the 1930s.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Carlo Mignani


Apr.  3

Marianne Hallihan


Apr. 15

Susan Bonsiero


Apr.  5

Neil Nappo



Apr. 19


Linda Moran Jones


Apr.  8

Vincent Serafino


Apr. 20

Patricia Baskette


Apr. 11
Fred Ingham



Apr. 29
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APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

Joseph & Renee Signorelli



April 5

Marianne Hallihan




April 15

John & Lana Nardella



April 17

Tony & Marge Finocchiaro



April 26

Patricia Baskette




April 28
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Marge Finocchiarro

Following is an article by lodge member, Joe Onofrietti, that appeared in the March, 2010, issue of Poche Parole, the Italian Cultural Society’s newsletter.  The Italian translation is in the right hand column.

	ANTONIONI: REMEMBERING A CREATIVE

GENIUS

by Joe Onofrietti

The unique style and revolutionary ideas of Michelangelo Antonioni made him one of the greatest directors in the world. He amassed a loyal following for more than half of his 94 years of life. Michelangelo Antonioni is a 2 time Venice Film Festival winner, a 3 time Cannes Film festival winner, a Berlin film festival winner and a winner of the Lifetime Achievement Oscar at the 1995 Academy Awards. 

He was born in 1912 to a wealthy family of landowners in Ferrara, Emilia Romagna. In 1935, he graduated from the University of Bologna and wrote as a film journalist for the local Ferrara newspaper Il Corriere Padano. In 1940, Antonioni was drafted into the Italian army for two years. In 1942, he married Letizia Balboni and received his big break in the movie industry when he was asked to co-write Un Pilota Ritorna with Roberto Rossellini. Coincidentally, 3 years later Rossellini gave the same career break to another unknown Emilia Romagnan named Federico Fellini, who wrote Open City (1945). Antonioni began writing and directing a series of short films in the late forties and three full length films in the early fifties. In 1954, he divorced Balboni, became depressed, suffered from insomnia then snapped out of it by “divorcing” the rules of movie making. 

Italian Neo Realists make motion pictures about working class people in clear plots with an even pace. In contrast, beginning with Le Amiche (1955), Antonioni used wealthy characters, puzzling endings and used extra long scene endings. Michelangelo Antonioni explained the latter thus : “The after effects of an emotional scene, it had occurred to me, might have meaning, too, both on the actor and on the psychological advancement of the character.” Antonioni also invented a cinematographic breakthrough. Instead of close ups, he went to medium distance and slowly shifted the camera across the room. The pinnacle of Antonioni’s work is his masterpiece trilogy L’Avventura (1960), La Notte (1961) and L’Eclisse (1962). 

[image: image2.emf]Hollywood came calling with a three picture contract worth millions. Antonioni repaid MGM by introducing improved 

camera technologies to change from black and white to color for the internationally successful hit Blow Up (1966). He died in July, 2007, on the same day as Ingmar Bergman.

	ANTONIONI: RICORDI DI UN GENIO CREATIVO

di Joe Onofrietti

Lo stile unico e le idee rivoluzionarie di Michelangelo Antonioni hanno fatto di lui uno dei piu’ grandi registi del mondo. Ha collezionato un gruppo di ammiratori fedeli per piu’ della meta’ dei suoi 94 anni di vita. Antonioni ha vinto due volte il Festival di Venezia, tre volte il Festival di Cannes, una volta il Festival di Berlino ed e’ stato premiato con l’ Oscar alla carriera nel 1995.

Nacque nel 1912 a Ferrara, in Emilia-Romagna, da una famiglia di ricchi proprietari terrieri. Nel 1935 si laureo’ all’ Universita’ di Bologna e scrisse come giornalista di cinema per Il Corriere Padano, il giornale di Ferrara. Nel 1940 venne arruolato nell’esercito italiano per due anni. Nel 1942 sposo’ Letizia Balboni ed ebbe la grande occasione di entrare nell’ industria del cinema quando gli fu chiesto di co-scrivere Un Pilota Ritorna con Roberto Rossellini. Per combinazione, tre anni dopo, Rossellini offri’ la stessa opportunita’ ad un altro Emiliano-Romagnolo sconosciuto, Federico Fellini, che scrisse “Roma, Citta’ aperta” (1945). Antonioni comincio’ a scrivere e a dirigere una serie di cortometraggi alla fine degli anni ’40 e tre lungometraggi all’inizio dei ’50. Nel 1954 si separo’ dalla Balboni, soffri’ di depressione e di insonnia, uscendone quando “divorzio’” dalle regole della regia cinematografica.

I registi neo-realisti italiani girano film sulla classe operaia, con intrecci chiari, e con passo uniforme. In contrapposizione, cominciando con Le Amiche (1965) Antonioni si servi’ di personaggi ricchi, conclusioni enigmatiche, e chiusure di scena molto prolungate. Michelangelo Antonioni spiego’ cosi’ quest’ ultimo concetto: “Anche gli effetti postumi di una scena emozionante, secondo me, possono essere significativi sia per l’attore che per lo sviluppo del personaggio.” Antonioni ha anche inventato un concetto cinematografico nuovo. Invece di riprese ravvicinate, Antonioni effettuava riprese a media distanza e quindi spostava lentamente la cinepresa attraverso la stanza. Il massimo dell’opera di Antonioni e’ il suo capolavoro, la trilogia L’Avventura (1960), La Notte (1961) e L’Eclisse (1962). [image: image3.emf]
Hollywood gli offri’ un contratto multimilionario per tre film. Antonioni ripago’ MGM, introducendo tecnologie perfezionate per cambiare da bianco e nero a colori il film di gran successo internazionale Blow Up (1966). Antonioni mori’ nel luglio del 2007, lo stesso giorno in cui e’ mortoIngmar Bergman.



ITALIAN MOVIES IN THE DC AREA


The Atlas Performing Arts Center on DC's resurgent H Street corridor is presenting a ten-week series of Operas in Cinema, filmed at the great opera houses of Europe and simulcast at the Atlas in high definition and state-of-the-art sound. The series includes Don Giovanni, Rigoletto, Otello, Falstaff, Don Carlo and Norma.  See www.atlasarts.org.

"The Films of Federico Fellini" continues into May at the AFI Theater in Silver Spring.  See www.afi.com/silver/new/nowplaying/2010/v7i1/fellini.aspx

At E STREET Cinema, "VINCERE" opened on March 26th. 
Directed by Italian master filmmaker, Marco Bellochio, 'Vincere' is the shocking untold story of Benito Mussolini's secret mistress and abandoned child.  See http://www.ifcfilms.com/uncategorized/vincere-draws-raves

The upcoming DC Filmfest in April will include some new Italian films.  See http://www.filmfestdc.org/

April 19, 7:30 PM, there’s a free showing of "Nuovo Cinema Paradiso" at the GMU Johnson Center at George Mason University
FUTURE LODGE PROGRAMS (From Lucio D’Andrea)

It is our hope and expectation, with the cooperation and support of lodge members and friends, that our program for the remainder of the lodge calendar will be varied and interesting.  We will retain our traditional activities, such as the Italian heritage month, Viva Vienna!, 4th of July parade, Mother's Day, and the winery trip, but we will complement  that with some cultural and social programs such as the screening of the  new documentary "Pane Amaro" (Bitter Bread), documenting the Italian immigrant experience in the US, a folkloric dance group, a presentation by our own Gene La Colla (growing up In Brooklyn), a journey of Abruzzo, genealogy, etc.  We welcome your ideas.

This year we will also attempt to join other Italian-American organizations in the Washington, D.C. area to  celebrate FERRAGOSTO on Sunday, August 15, on the grounds of Villa Rosa in Mitchellville, Md.  It will be a picnic with games, music, bocce tournament, dancing, etc. There will be more on this in future newsletters.  
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