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        Joe La Marca
Cari amici,

Arrivederci a tutti!  With mixed feelings I bid you all A Dio as your president.  I have enjoyed every single minute in which I have served in this role the last two years.  Nevertheless, this is the perfect time to step aside, for I promise you that the successors to the 2008 and 2009 leadership teams are well suited to serve you extremely well for the future.

As an example, our next president, Frank Marcinkowski, previously served brilliantly for two years as vice-president.  Frank, I can assure you, is a problem solver extraordinaire.  For the latest example, the problem that I wrote about in this space last week concerning the need for a facility in which to meet for our general membership meetings while the K.of.C. hall is under renovation, Frank has already solved.  His vice-president, Lucio D’Andrea, is so experienced he was founder and still serves as president emeritus of the Abruzzo and Molise Heritage Society.  Moreover, most of the council of officers, who served me so well, will be back in their same roles to help Frank and Lucio carry on the successful traditions of administrations past.

There is something, though, I ask of you for the future in your role of Italian Heritage Society Lodge members.  Sadly, most OSIA lodges have lost membership in the last few years as older members naturally have become less active or dropped their memberships with age.  The active members of those lodges in decline then failed to recruit enough replacements.  As an exception to the norm, our lodge has so far maintained constant numbers of members over the years.  Still, we face the same pressures as others, so we could easily meet the same fate.  Thus, I implore you all to pay attention to those surnames you encounter that end in a vowel and to those other people you meet who, for whatever reason, greatly appreciate the Italian or Italian-American culture and invite them to our activities.  Earl Jones is doing a great job with our web site, so provide the www.italianheritagelodge.org url to them for more information; or send them a copy of our newsletter, so well edited and published by Paul Alligood.

Here is something else you can do to help.  In the last edition of the newsletter, I mentioned that if the anticipated cuts in funding from the state happen, the Fairfax County School Board plans to stop funding Foreign Language in Elementary Schools (FLES).  Although you can be assured that various officers of Italian clubs in the area are actively voicing our concerns about this prospect, the county school board welcomes input from all citizens.  Please follow this issue and help support the cause of Italian classes in elementary schools at www.fcps.org.  Those young students can learn the beautiful Italian language so much easier than we adults could ever hope to do.  Moreover, they can learn from an early age to appreciate our culture and eventually to help sustain it.  Elementary school students of today might even be the salvation of our order some day!

Finally, for this is indeed my last newsletter report to you as your president, thank you for all you have done to support our mission and to make my efforts on behalf of our lodge so rewarding. 

Avanti!

Joe
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The Italian Heritage Lodge meets at the Knights of Columbus Hall behind St. Leo’s Catholic Church, 3704 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, Va.

La Bandiera Editor:

Paul Alligood, 703 848 1758 - Palli14145@AOL.Com, 1908 Youngblood St., McLean, Va. 22101

Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG (upper case added for emphasis – not required on the address line).  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS

Mar. 7


Installation Brunch


12:00 Noon

Fort Myer NCO Club

Mar. 9


Lunch Bunch



12:30 PM
Contact Frank Marcinkowski

Mar.17


Council Meeting


 7:00 PM

Fairfax Library












(Supervisor’s Office)

April 10

Lodge Meeting


 7:00 PM

See April Newsletter

April 21

Council Meeting


 7:00PM

See April Newsletter



MARCH LODGE MEETING

The Installation of Officers brunch on Sunday, March 7, at Fort Myer takes the place of the March lodge meeting.  See the next page for details about the brunch.  

JOINT INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS & BRUNCH

MARCH 7, 2010

GEORGE WASHINGTON LODGE – ITALIAN HERITAGE LODGE - ITALIA MIA LODGE

This event takes the place of our regular general membership meeting for March and will be held at the Fort Myer NCO Club (Spates Hall).  The social starts at 12:00, brunch is at 12:30, the ceremony begins at 1:45 and concludes at 2:30, and the post social ends at 3:00.  The cost is $17.00 per person and includes tax, gratuity and the following:

MENU:
Waffle Station


Omelet Station



Salad Bar



Fresh Fruit



Smoked Salmon


Scrambled Eggs



Bacon Strips



Sausage Links



Baked Ham/Pineapple Sauce
Beef au Jour



Cream Beef/Biscuit


Fish



Rice Pilaf



Chicken



Potatoes



Vegetables



Danish



Bagel



Muffins



Biscuits

Desserts:
Assorted pies and cakes

Beverages:
Orange Juice and Coffee

Bar Drinks:
Champagne or Mimosa (two drinks maximum per person)

RSVP:

Italian Heritage Lodge Members to Dot Saia – 703 978 8499 

Directions to Fort Myer

FROM THE SOUTH





FROM THE WEST

Head North on I-395





Head East on Route 50

Exit onto Washington Blvd. North



By the Iwo Jima Memorial

   (Following Signs to Ft. Myer)




Follow signs to Ft. Myer

Exit Wash Blvd at ramp to Ft. Myer



Entering the Wright Gate

   Entering at Hatfield Gate





EACH PASSENGER MUST HAVE A PHOTO ID

Follow directions of Gate Guard




Follow Directions of Gate Guard

Ask Gate Guard for Directions to SPATES HALL

Ask Directions to SPATES HALL
PX is on the left and Chapel is straight ahead


Take Marshall Drive to McNair Rd.

Turn left in front of chapel onto McNair Rd.


Spates Hall is on the right and

Spates Hall is on the left and parking is on the right

parking is on the left
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

The LUNCH BUNCH will meet Tuesday, March 9.  Contact Frank Marcinkowski for location and reservations (703 323 8447) or fmarcinkow(at)verizon.net.  Everyone is welcome; it’s                                    strictly a social event; no lodge business will be discussed. 

The language group will meet March 27 at 6:00 PM at the La Marca’s.  Please obtain directions and advise the Mignanis (mignani(at)cox.net, 703-830-7699) what dish you plan to provide.

From March 5 to April 11, the musical “The Light in the Piazza” is playing at Arena Stage in Crystal City.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

David DiQuollo


Mar. 6

Paul Agosta III


Mar. 22

Rosalie Alligood


Mar. 13
Johanna Messier


Mar. 22


Dolores Marcinkowski

Mar. 18
Luigi Pugnetti


Mar. 25

Carol La Colla


Mar. 20
Lucio D’Andrea


Mar. 28

[image: image4.wmf]
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

None

ITALIAN WORDS AND PHRASES (From Betsy Mignani)

Le Chiese

Sacred Christian buildings are all churches, but there are different names. When traveling in Italy it may help you to know them.

Chiesa (church), besides indicating the community of the faithful, also means every edifice used for prayer and religious rites.

Basilica comes from the original buildings that were dedicated to justice or commerce in ancient times. In Rome, the basiliche maggiori are the 4 principal churches:  San Giovanni in Laterano, Santa Maria Maggiore, San Pietro and San Paolo fuori le Mura (outside the walls). It is usually characterized by a central navata (nave), side aisles and a semicircular apse. 

Cattedrale is the principal church of the diocese where is found the cattedra (chair) of the vescovo (bishop).

Duomo is the seat of the local church community’s founders.  If it coincides with the bishop’s seat, it is a “Duomo cattedrale.”  The best known are the Duomo di Firenze and the Duomo di Milano.

Battistero is a building, annexed to a church, specifically for baptisms.  An example is the famous Battistero di San Giovanni next to the Duomo in Florence.

Monastero (monastery) is a microcosm of buildings, scuole (schools), orti (orchards), and biblioteche (libraries) where a community of monaci (monks) or monache (nuns) lives.

Abbazia (abbey) is a group of buildings headed by an abate (abbot), independent from the local bishop’s jurisdiction.  In the Middle Ages, they were subjects of kings; now the Pope nominates them.

Parrocchia (parish church) is the church of a local community which has a priest assigned by a bishop.

LODGE OFFICERS
The following officers have been elected and will serve the lodge from March 7, 2010, thru February, 2011.
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Omero Sabatini
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Marge Finocchiarro
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Licensed/Insured 703-791-4831
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- June La Marca
ABR, CRS, GRI
“Life Member” Top Producer

5641 Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, Virginia 22015

Office. (703) 250-8500

Toll Free: (800) 344-7253
E-Mail: lamarca @erols.com
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o ;y  Phone: (708) 2564900
Monbo ToNDo TRAVEL " (708) 9387235

Toll Free: 1-888-509-4900
e-mail: mansuino@erols.com
Address: 333 Center St. N.
Vienna, VA 22180-4518

Elisa S. Mansuino
OWNER / JOURNEY AGENT

Personalized, Professional Attention
with an International Scope...

GIVE IT X\ Go!

ITALIAN
TUTORING

Native speaker from Rome
Moderate rates

dimmi45@yahoo.com

Carlo Mignani
(703) 830-7699

Fairfax, VA

TUNE IN “ANTENNA ITALIA”
FOR NEWS OF THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Listen to Pino Cicala

On the internet browse AMICO www.italianamericancommunications.org
The website for anything Italian in the Washington, DC area & beyond |





Bottom of Form










