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        Joe La Marca
Cari amici,

For most of us, life is good but short, but good relative to what and short relative to what?

Speaking, if I may, for many of us of Italian descent in this country, we surely enjoy the good life today relative to that world our ancestors left in Italy just before and after the start of the 20th century.  As they tearfully waved goodbye to their families, friends, and known universes, they knew they would never see their familiar worlds again.  Yet they were determined that, God willing, they would by their courage and sacrifices escape the then prevalent Italian economic travails and successfully prevail against the hardships that would await them during their journey and later lives in the new world, for the benefit of themselves and their offspring.

Well, we descendants of those immigrants here in the U.S.A. do, relatively speaking, have it made.  Economically, there’s no comparison; moreover, I have just read that newborns in this country are likely to live on average 100 years or longer; that’s wonderful.  What will be short lived, however, I have no doubt, will be the cultural traditions of Italy that so many of us descendants have enjoyed and appreciated.  Surely, there will always be pizza, pasta, and Catholicism.  What will not survive for long will be the stereotypical Italian family and religious traditions to which the majority of our order’s members reverently recall, cherish, and call on our lodge officers to help preserve and offer them.

The U.S.A.’s “melting pot” is culturally inescapable.  Our Italian blood lines have only rarely been preserved intact among families (mine included).  Even when they have been, the multicultural openness of our country has diluted for us and our progeny the culture of our ancestors.  What, if anything, should we Italian Heritage Lodge members do about it?  First, I think we should make the most of opportunities to continue to immerse and enjoy the Italian cultural opportunities that still abound inside and outside our lodge; see later pages of this newsletter for examples.

Then, I think we need to accept the fact that nothing lasts forever; not even the Roman Empire managed that.  Thus, for the future of our lodge we need to set realistic goals.  I don’t think it’s realistic to expect the latest young adult generation of descendents of Italian immigrants of the Ellis Island years to swell the ranks of our lodge, no matter how hard we might try to recruit them.  I do applaud the lodge members who have recruited their offspring to join us in hopes of continuing the celebration of Italian-American cultural traditions in their families.  Nevertheless, the national average age of OSIA members is 60, probably including our lodge as well.  How many young adults would feel that they would fit in?  Maybe some really creative future lodge activity planning on their behalf would make a dent, but I really think we should direct our recruiting efforts to those 60’ish year olds who grew up in Little Italies or otherwise in traditional Italian or Italian-American family cultures.  After all, they are the ones who would most miss what we in our lodge have to offer.  I urge all members to participate in lodge activities, to make suggestions for relevant activities and to offer to serve on the council of officers to help direct efforts to preserve our rich culture for all who genuinely appreciate it.      
JOE
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The Italian Heritage Lodge meets at the Knights of Columbus Hall behind St. Leo’s Catholic Church, 3704 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, Va.

La Bandiera Editor:

Paul Alligood, 703 848 1758 - Palli14145@AOL.Com, 1908 Youngblood St., McLean, Va. 22101

Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG (upper case added for emphasis – not required on the address line).  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS

Oct. 10

Picnic/Bocce Tournament

Noon


Lillo residence 

???


Language Group


6:00 PM

TBD

Oct  29

Lunch Bunch  


12:30 PM 

Fort Belvoir Golf Course

Nov. 14

Lodge Meeting


7:00 PM

At K of C
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The Lunch Bunch will meet at 12:30 PM, Oct 20, at Fort Belvoir Golf Course.   For reservations, contact Dennis Lillo at (703) 354-2454 or delillo1(at) verizon.net.  Everyone is welcome; it’s strictly a social event; no lodge business will be discussed.

Congratulations to David and Michelle Asiello on the birth of their third daughter, Sienna, on Sept. 24.  Everyone is doing well, but the grandparents (John and Laura) are tired.

An idea for the next lunch bunch on Oct 29: Ft. Belvoir Golf Club serves a daily buffet for $9.50 - no tax.  It includes soup, salad, two entrees, vegetables, starches (either rice or potatoes or both) plus desserts.  Denny and Ellie Lillo went recently, and it was very good.  There was a choice of pot roast and/or baked fish, mashed potatoes, rice pilaf, chicken soup and chili, salad, rolls and butter and peach and blueberry cobblers for dessert.  They also had ice cream and syrup and sheet cake.  Anyone can get on base by showing a license as an ID.  You must enter at the Tully gate off of route 1.  Denny can make the reservation as a member of the golf club.
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

John Nardella


Oct. 4




Paul Nunnenkamp


Oct. 4




Laura Asiello



Oct. 6




Kevin Brady



Oct. 8

Chris Columbus


Oct 12

Paul Alligood



Oct. 13
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Debra Wright



Oct. 19

Bruno Diconi



Oct. 21

George Asiello


Oct. 26

Joseph Signorelli


Oct. 27








OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

Art & Gloria Moscatello

Oct. 2

Frank & Susan Bonsiero

Oct. 6

Joe and June La Marca

Oct. 6

George & Beth Asiello

Oct. 10

David & Laura Strong

Oct. 18

ITALIAN LANGUAGE LEARNING GROUP

The group will meet on a Saturday in late October.  Watch for an e-mail advising interested parties of the location.  All are welcome regardless of Italian language proficiency.  If you plan to attend, please obtain directions and indicate which food item you plan to bring for the meal by contacting Carlo or Betsy Mignani at mignani(at)cox.net or by phone at 703 830 7699.
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December 5-6& 11-13, 2009[image: image3.png]


THE CHRISTMAS REVELS
Washington Revels’ 27th annual celebration of the Winter Solstice transports us to Italy at the end of the 15th century. Maestro Leonardo da Vinci, the quintessential Renaissance man, has invited the Doge of [image: image9.wmf]Venice, nobles from the courts of Italy, craftsmen, townspeople, and all their children to celebrate the turning of the year. Enjoy Leonardo’s art and inventions, Italian holiday traditions, a Roman Saturnalia, and the magic of the season with glorious music, rousing dance—and a solar eclipse!

Join the acclaimed Revels company (over 75 performers, ages 8-70) on this colorful journey to seasons past with special guests Piffaro the Renaissance Band, Revels favorites Oran Sandel as Leonardo and Morgan Duncan as the Doge, as well as Emma Jaster—daughter of Revels’ beloved fool Mark Jaster—in the role of the Doge's comic servant, Smeraldina. You and your family are invited! The Maestro awaits…

8 Performances: See details below.
Location: Lisner Auditorium of The George Washington University
                  21st and H Streets NW, Washington, D.C (view location and parking information) 

	8 PERFORMANCES:
Saturday, December 5, 2:00pm
Saturday, December 5, 7:30pm 
Sunday, December 6, 2:00pm (Accessibility Services)
Friday, December 11, 7:30pm (Family Friday)
Saturday, December 12, 2:00pm
Saturday, December 12, 7:30pm 
Sunday, December 13, 1:00pm
Sunday, December 13, 5:00pm 
TICKET PRICES:
Orchestra A-N: Adult $45 Youth $27
Terrace AA-JJ: Adult $45 Youth $27
Terrace KK-RR: Adult $30 Youth $20
Terrace SS-UU: Adult $18 Youth $12
Wheelchair Spaces (Row N) Adult $45 Youth $27

Youth = 18 and under
	TICKET INFORMATION.

* Please Note: Tickets go on sale on October 5 to the general public. However, donors of $100 or more receive early ticket priority to the 2009 Christmas Revels and a discount on ticket fees. Donors of $500 or more receive top ticket priority, a waiver of all ticket fees, two complimentary tickets to the 2009 Christmas Revels, plus free admission to any other Revels program.

>> Donate Now
GROUP SALES:
   10% off for groups of 10-19
   20% off for groups of 20 or more
   Service charges: $2.50 per ticket plus $3.50 per order

FAMILY FRIDAY NIGHT:
25% off youth tickets on December 11 at 7:30pm
Save money and bring the whole family on Friday night!!


The NIAF 34th Anniversary Gala 

	October 23-24, 2009 
Gala Registration 


	
Act now to guarantee a place at the nation’s premier Italian American event. Registration is now available for the National Italian American Foundation’s 34th Anniversary Gala and Convention, scheduled for the weekend of October 24, 2009 in Washington. 
The NIAF Washington Gala is part of a two-day convention (October 23-24) that includes other special receptions, entertainment and conferences. In keeping with our tradition of hosting the president of the United States at this event, President Barack Obama has been invited to attend. President Obama has appointed several Italian Americans, including 2009 Honoree Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano, to prominent posts in his administration. Other honorees include culinary pioneer and restaurant entrepreneur Lidia Matticchio Bastianich, actress Carla Gugino, renowned Italian singer and songwriter Antonello Venditti and Chief Executive Officer of PepsiCo Americas Beverages Massimo F. d'Amore.

Master of Ceremonies: Jimmy Kimmel, Host of Jimmy Kimmel Live! 

View bios and photos of this year's honorees at http://www.niaf.org/events/2009/dc_gala/gala_update.asp!

Other exciting elements of the gala weekend include the return of Piazza d’Italia, a showcase of Italian products and companies, NIAF’s Annual Celebrity Auction and a special conference on biodiversity and sustainability of food and wine. Additionally, you will be treated to an exciting , once-in-a-lifetime performance by 2009 honoree Antonello Venditti that’s sure to keep you on your feet

Most importantly, your attendance will advance NIAF’s educational programs, including scholarships and educational trips to Italy for young people, grants to organizations and other special initiatives to preserve and transmit our great heritage.


ITALIAN WORDS AND PHRASES – FROM CARLO MIGNANI

Names and numbers

Which last names (cognomi) with numbers exist in Italy?  What is the origin? 

The number most frequent in Italian last names is Quaranta (40), in part from the 40 Roman soldiers which, during the persecutions of the Emperor, Licinio, did not want to renounce their Christian faith and so were thrown into a frozen lake in Sebaste, Armenia, to die.

In order of frequency, then comes Cinque (5), Sette (7), Trenta (30) maybe from the Cosentino area in the region of Calabria, and Cento (100), maybe from the Ferrara area.

Tredici (13), maybe from the town of the Caserta area, Trentadue (32), Venticinque (25), Venti (20), in part from vento (wind), Cinquanta (50) and Quarantotto (48).

Less numerous are Mr and Mrs Quattro (4), Dieci (10), Dodici (12), Sedici (16), Ventisette, Trentanove and Mille.  Very rare are the family Sei (6), Diciotto (18), Ventisei (26), Cinquantatre (53), Sessanta (60), Settanta (70), Ottantadue (82), Novanta (90), Centocinque (105), Duecento (200), Trecento (300) and Ottocento (800), etc.

The origin is very varied, belonging to ancient administrative organs (like the Quarantia of the Venetian Republic), the civic number outside a home or the number of the members of one family.  Sometimes it refers to the date when a foundling was found and even to scores of card games or proverbs
Top of Form
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PRAYERS AND CONCERNS

Marge Finocchiaro 

Chuck Nardiello 
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(Replaces October IHL General Membersip Meeting at Lodge Hall)
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When:   Noon Saturday, Oct 10, 2009

(No Rain Date; if inclement weather, watch email

for cancellation.  If in doubt, phone (703) 354-2454)

Where:  5104 Colebrook Place
Alexandria, VA 22312

Please RSVP by October 8th at 

(703) 354-2454

or email--- delillo1@verizon.net
[image: image13.emf]


[image: image14.wmf]
Please bring food suitable for picnic fare. 

 An outdoor grill is available.  All beverages, 

napkins, plastic cutlery, etc. normally provided for 

pot luck food at lodge events will be provided. 
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A 3 generations of quality craftsmanship
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Z PELOSI WOOD FLOORS, INC

Wood Floor and Ceramic Tile Specialists
Installation - Refinishing - Staining - Floor Repairs
Commercial/Residential
WWW.Pelosiwoodfloors.com
Gene Pelosi

Licensed/Insured 703-791-4831

J BIN REALTY
5710 Pickwick Road

Centeville, VA 20121

Tom Polera
ASSOCIATE BROKER, GRI, e-Pro

Direct (703) 973-2500
‘Web www.TomPolera.com
Email TomPolera@aol.com
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Allegiance

“ June La Marca

ABR, CRS, GRI
“Life Member" Top Producer

5641 Burke Cenire Parkway
Burke, Virginia 22015

Office. (703) 250-8500

Toll Free: (800) 344-7253
E-Mail: flamarca@erols.com
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Real Estate » Mortgage * Insurance
Title + Home Warranty

9 @ R B
International =
Majca Realty

Understanding Your Dog in Its Environment-Since 1969

@' . .
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703-893-6049 301-657-8533

E-mail: Bob631@aol.com
www.dogtrainingbybobmaida.com

Phone: (703) 265-4900
Fax: (703) 938-7235

Toll Free: 1-888-509-4900
e-mail: mansuino@erols.com
Address: 333 Center St. N.
Vienna, VA 22180-4518

MoNDO TONDO TRAVEL

Elisa S. Mansuino
OWNER / JOURNEY AGENT

Personalized, Professional Attention
with an International Scope...

LGIVEIT X GO!

ITALIAN
TUTORING

Native speaker from Rome
Moderate rates

Carlo Mignani
Fairfax, VA

dimmi45@yahoo.com
(703) 8307699

TUNE IN “ANTENNA ITALIA”
FOR NEWS OF THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Listen to Pino Cicala

On the internet browse AMICO www.italianamericancommunications.org
The website for anything Italian in the Washington, DC area & beyond
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