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THE ITALIAN HERITAGE LODGE #2517
Order Sons of Italy in America




APRIL 2008

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Cari Amici,                                                                                     
        Joe La Marca

The stereotypes of Italians persist, for good or bad.  One such stereotype is that we descendents of Italians are passionate.  On that one, I agree fully.  As your new lodge president, I assure you that I am passionate about the viability of our lodge.  I promise to do everything in my power to promote the processes by which we continue to thrive and progress.  Luckily, I follow three years of strong leadership from Immediate Past President, Dot Saia.  (I feel like the coach who takes over a championship team after a legendary coach retires.)  Thanks to the persuasive powers of Nominating Committee Chair, John Asiello, and the other members of that committee, and the willingness of others with talent to serve, our lodge has a very experienced and dedicated new council.

We are fortunate that our Italian Heritage Lodge enjoys ideal demographics from which to draw its membership.  Having recently returned from the Grand Council of Virginia meeting of Order Sons of Italy, lodges meeting in Richmond helped me realize just how lucky we are in northern Virginia.  In spite of strong leadership, some lodges have inherent problems, such as elderly members who find it difficult to get to events;  young members who are too busy with career building and family rearing; or, sparse populations from which to recruit.  We face few of these problems and have the resources at hand to be as vibrant a lodge as we choose to be.

New leaders never know what challenges lie ahead.  For the moment, at least, my primary goal is to help increase attendance at lodge events.  Actually, our attendance is quite the norm to be expected for the number of lodge members on the rolls.  However, I am concerned about the members who send in their dues each year but miss most events.  Our new vice president, Rosalie Alligood, has some great ideas for future programs not to be missed.  Fellow council members and I will soon start contacting those who have not been attending lodge functions to learn how we can assist—programs more in line with their interests? transportation arrangements?, etc.  In the meantime, it is up to all of us to make every member and guest who attends our functions feel warmly welcomed.  Moreover, we meet other potential members all the time, wherever we go.  Let’s all make that extra effort to invite them to the Italian Heritage Lodge, Order Sons of Italy in America!

Fraternally,

Joe
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La Bandiera Editor:

Paul Alligood, 703 848 1758 - Palli14145@AOL.Com, 1908 Youngblood St., McLean, Va. 22101

Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG (upper case added for emphasis – not required on the address line).  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS

April 12

Lodge Meeting (Auction Night)
7:00PM
Knights of Columbus Hall

April 16

Council Meeting

7:00PM

NEW Fairfax Library

May 10

Lodge Meeting

7:00PM

Knights of Columbus Hall

May 14

Council Meeting

7:00PM

Fairfax Library

May 17

The Preakness

Details to come

May 25

Viva Vienna


Details to come

AUCTION NIGHT SET FOR APRIL 12

Our lodge meeting on April 12 is our “white elephant sale” which is an important lodge fundraiser.  Please start doing your spring house cleaning and set aside those treasures – from the high quality items to the just humorous – anything you think someone will buy.   Then bring them to auction night and plan to purchase their replacements.  FOR THE POT LUCK DINNER, BRING FINGER FOOD INSTEAD so we can start the bidding early.  There will also be a separate children’s auction so feel free to bring the young ones.
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

The lunch bunch will meet at noon, Wednesday, April 30, at the Old Country Buffet, Fair City Mall, 9650 Main St., Fairfax City.  For reservations, call Joe La Marca at 703 475 6962 or email Joe at jlamarca@erols.com.  Everyone is welcome; it’s strictly a social event; no lodge business will be discussed.

Expand your knowledge of OSIA activities; meet other lodge members who live in the far corners of Virginia.  Attend the OSIA Virginia Grand Council Outreach Weekend June 21 and 22, 2008 in Richmond.  Arrive Friday night or Saturday or even Sunday.  Carpools are available.  Contact Joe La Marca, jlamarca@erols.com, 703 475 6962 with questions.  The registration fee is $60 per person; the hotel is the Holiday Inn Express in Mechanicsville, Va. (804 559 0022 for reservations), and the rate is $119 per night plus tax. The registration form, which has all the details, will be in the May newsletter.

The Italian Cultural Society of Washington will meet Sunday, April 20, from 1:00 to 5:00PM at the Friendship Heights Village Center, 4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase, Md.  At 1:00, the film for April,  Lo Sceicco Bianco (The White Shiek), will be shown.  Federico Fellini makes his directorial debut in this 1952 romantic comedy about the misadventures of Ivan Cavalla (Leopoldo Trieste) and his bride, Wanda (Brunella Bovo), who have come to Rome for their honeymoon.  Filmed in black and white, Lo Sceicco Bianco co-stars Fellini’s wife, Giuletta Masina, as a prostitute named Cabiria and comedian Alberto Sordi as famous actor Fernando Rivoli.  It is in Italian with English subtitles.  The general ICS meeting will be from 3:00 to 4:30 with complimentary food, wine and conversation afterwards.

Thanks go to Earl Jones for taking on the responsibilities of webmaster of our lodge website.  Check the website, italianheritagelodge.org, to see the improvements Earl has made.  There are pictures and it is updated frequently.

Thanks also to Carlo and Betsy Mignani for their Italian language contributions to the newsletter beginning this month.

Paul Agosta continues his difficult recovery from surgery.  His indomitable spirit is an inspiration to all of us.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Susan Bonsiero


Apr. 3


Neil Nappo



Apr. 19

Carlo Mignani


Apr. 3


Vincent Serafino


Apr. 20

Linda Moran Jones


Apr. 8


Victor Haburchak


Apr. 23

Patricia Baskette


Apr. 11

Frank Marcinkowski, Jr.

Apr. 29
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APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

Tony & Marge Finocchiaro

Apr. 2

ITALIAN LANGUAGE LEARNING GROUP

The group will meet April 26 at 6:00 at the Ognibene’s, 509 Pendleton St., Alexandria, Va. 22314.  All are welcome regardless of Italian language proficiency.  If you plan to attend, please obtain directions and indicate which food item you plan to bring for the meal by contacting Betsy Mignani at Mignani@cox.net or by phone at 703 830 7699. 

AS A NEW FEATURE OF THE NEWSLETTER, Carlo and Betsy Mignani will provide “phrases to improve your Italian”; that is, words or phrases that will help us learn a little more about the language of our ancestors.

This month, the word is RISTRUTTURARE (Remodeling).  

After the massive migrations of the ‘50’s and ‘60’s to the cities, now days Italians want to go back to the country: they want “una casa per le vacanze” (a vacation home).

Since real estate prices have been soaring in the countryside as well as the cities, the word in fashion today is “da ristrutturare” (to remodel): “comprare una casa da ristrutturare” (to buy a home to remodel).  The work could include “il sistema elettrico” (the electrical system) and “l’impianto di riscaldamento e raffreddamento” (the heating and cooling system) and “i bagni” (the bathrooms), but it could extend to “i pavimenti” (the floors) or even “il tetto” (the roof), etc.

“Un casolare” (farmhouse), “casetta o appartamento” with work to be done is less expensive, can be owned immediately and can be “ristrutturato con comodo” (remodeled at leisure).

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES
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SEVEN-DAY ALL-INCLUSIVE TOUR OF ANCIENT SICILY:

OSIA National is promoting trips to Sicily through Unitours starting at less than $2,000.  You can read details in the current issue of OSIA’s Italian America magazine, winter 2008, pages 14-16.  For additional details, a copy of the brochures and application form, call Unitours at 1-800-777-7432 or log on to our www.osia.org website.
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Fairfax County has several one-day bus trips to various places of interest.  Members of all the Northern Virginia lodges and their guests have the opportunity to travel to Ellis & Liberty Island State Park on Tuesday, May 13, as this spring’s travel event.  The cost is $93.00; if you are not a Fairfax County resident, there is an additional $10.00 charge.  The bus leaves the Mason Government Center at 6:00AM and returns at 10:30PM. 

John DiBella of the George Washington lodge has volunteered to coordinate this trip and answer questions.  If you’re interested, don’t delay because tours will be cancelled for low enrollment.  For more details, see the spring 2008 issue of Parktakes or log on to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks.  John can be reached at 703 323 0958 and his email address is jdibella@cox.net.
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GOLF OUTING
The Italia Mia Lodge is holding its 6th annual golf outing on Friday, May 16, at the South Riding Golf Club in South Riding, Va.  Registration begins at 7:30 with a “shotgun” start at 9:00.  The cost is $125 per player of which $50 is tax deductible.  The price includes green fees, cart, range balls, awards luncheon and door prizes.  The proceeds benefit the Arcola/Pleasant Valley Volunteer Fire Dept. and the Italia Mia Lodge Scholarship Fund which funds scholarships for local Loudoun County students.  For more information, contact Joe Diaddigo at jdiaddigo@verizon.net or call 703 201 6711.

ITALIAN GENEALOGY
So you’ve always wanted to research your family history but could never get started?  Here’s your chance to get going.  POINT (Pursuing Our Italian Names Together) is the largest Italian genealogy organization in the U. S., and it is meeting at 10:00AM April 5 at the Fairfax County library in McLean.  The meeting will last until 12:30 after which many of the participants go to nearby Pulcinella’s Restaurant for lunch.

To locate the library, which is on Oak Ridge Ave., take Route 123 East from the Beltway toward McLean.  Drive about 2 miles until you reach Old Dominion Drive.  After you cross Old Dominion, turn left at the first street which is Ingleside Ave.  Go about a block to a fork in the road.  Keep left at the fork where Ingleside becomes Oak Ridge, and you’ll see the library on your left across from the McLean Community Center.  POINT meets in the basement meeting room.
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EARLY EVENING THEATRE WITH AN ITALIAN ACCENT
Are you interested in seeing Arthur Miller’s, “A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE”, a play with an Italian Focus, on Sunday, May 4, at 6:00PM?  This drama examines the promise and failure of the American dream for an Italian-American.  Brooklyn longshoreman Eddie Carbone lives in a tight-knit Italian neighborhood with his wife and adopted daughter.  When two of his wife’s cousins enter the country illegally, Eddie desperately tries to keep his family from unraveling in a tale of love, betrayal and revenge.

If we can get together a group of at least 15, rear orchestra seats will run $37.75 per person; if the group is smaller than 15, the same seats at regular price will cost $53.00 per person.

If you would like to go, please respond to Rosalie Alligood by e-mail (palli14145@aol.com) or phone her at 703-848-1758 by April 10.  You can pay her at the lodge meeting on April 12 or mail payment so that she receives it by April 15.  She will let you know whether we have enough for the group discount.

This excursion is not limited to lodge members.  Friends, family and acquaintances are welcome.

The play is being performed at Arena Stage which is now located in the Crystal City area at 1800 S. Bell Street, Arlington, Va. 22202.
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