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MAY 2012
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Cari amici,
This month of May we celebrate our mothers who gave us life and nurtured us with love from infancy through the trials of adolescence and on through adulthood. Happy Mother’s Day and God’s blessings to all lodge members who are mothers and grandmothers! Italians have always had great reverence for mothers beginning with Santa Maria, the Mother of God. “Mamma” is the center and heart of the home in Italian families. At the lodge meeting this month, we will honor our mothers or grandmothers by sharing with our friends a favorite dish that “Mamma used to make” and talking about our memories of that special recipe and our families. Please see the program description on Page 6 for information about how to participate. 

One of our objectives this year is to increase our emphasis on celebrating our rich Italian artistic and cultural heritage. We begin by offering you a trip to the opera on Tuesday, May 15. Giuseppe Verdi’s opera Nabucco is now being staged at the Kennedy Center. This exciting opera, which focuses on the heroic struggle of the Jewish people with the Babylonian King Nabucco, reflects Italy's nationalist conflict with Austria when Verdi wrote the opera. It is filled with lush, beautiful music, including the famous chorus, "Vapensiero," that was adopted as Italy's unofficial national anthem. There is more information about reservations and tickets on Page 6.

Also in the works is a night of Italian music and song by two of our own professional musicians at an upcoming lodge meeting. Stay tuned!

Enjoy the blossoming flowers and trees this spring. There is so much natural beauty for us to savor here in Virginia!

A presto,

Anne
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS
May 5


Lodge Meeting


6:30 PM

At St. Leo’s K of C
May 16

Council Meeting


7:00 PM

Fairfax Library
May 18-20

Grand Lodge Mini-Convention



Manassas, Va
May 26

Language Group


6:00 PM

At the Ognibene’s

May 29

Lunch Bunch



12:00 Noon

At Sfizi Cafe

 
THIS MONTH’S LODGE MEETING IS ON MAY 5
We will have our May meeting this coming Saturday, May 5, at 6:30 PM at St. Leo’s Knights of Columbus hall.  For the program details and what you should bring, see Page 6.  
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our lodge publicity chairman, Joe La Marca, who claims he is the world’s worst photographer (the pics on the web site belie that assertion), begs you to bring your digital cameras to lodge events and then send your photos to him at Joe.LaMarca@ItalianheritageLodge.org.
The language group will meet May 26 at 6:00 PM at the home of Peter and Kathleen Ognibene, 509 Pendleton Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.  Please inform Carlo and Betsy what dish you plan to provide (mignani(at)cox.net).  All lodge members are welcome.
All lodge participants in the July 4 Fairfax parade are invited to attend a picnic immediately after the parade.  Details will be available at the parade. 

MAY BIRTHDAYS

Rosanna Park

May 4



John Asiello


May 17
Frank Marcinkowsi, Sr.
May 4



David Strong


May 21
Salvatore Guli

May 10


John Dovel


May 23
June La Marca

May 10


Elisa Mansuino

May 23
Carl Malm


May 10
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MAY ANNIVERSARIES
Gene & Carol La Colla



May 15
Stephen & Donna Principe



May 18
Kevin & Teresa Brady



May 23

Jerry & Julie DiCerbo



May 28

MAY LUNCH BUNCH

The IHL Lunch Bunch will meet at the Sfizi Cafe on Tuesday, May 29th, at Noon.  Sfizi’s is an authentic Italian restaurant advertised as using only the most authentic Italian ingredients.  The lunch menu prices range from $8.95 to $13.95 for homemade Italian specialties which includes pastas, eggplant, sausage, chicken, and various panini sandwiches.  I have made a tentative reservation for twenty people.  The restaurant can accommodate more but needs a reasonable advance notice.  So if you are planning on attending the Lunch Bunch in May on the 29th, please let Dennis Lillo know as soon as possible so he can confirm the reservation with the right number of attendees.  He will be actively signing up attendees at the next IHL monthly get together on May 5th at St. Leo’s Knights of Columbus facility.   Sfizi’s is located in Falls Church at 800 W. Broad Street.  Please RSVP to Dennis at 703-354-2454 or email at delillo1@verizon.net
ITALIAN WORDS AND PHRASES
Cinquains - 5 line poems in Italian
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mulino a vento

medievale      attuale

riscoperto    modernizzato    recuperato

Il vento non costa niente.

energia
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canoa

semplice      arcaica

scivolo     aggiusto     alterno

Uno dei primi modi di trasporto sull’acqua.

scia
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meteoriti

piccole     velocissime

discendono     esplodono     distruggono

Precipitano sui pianeti nel cosmo.

crateri
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solitudine

piacevole     paurosa

l’abbraccio     la respingo     la personalizzo
Sto tra la gente e mi sento serenamente solo.

noi
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cosmo

eterno     vuoto

ci circonda     si espande     c’incuriosisce

Ci sono più stelle che granelli di sabbia sulla terra.

astronave

PARADE UPDATE
"I LOVE A PARADE," don't you?  For six years, we have proudly walked behind our lodge banner in the Fairfax City Independence Day Parade.  This year we do not have to walk the mile, we can RIDE!  Well, some can walk and some can ride, for we have a truck to use, courtesy of R.E. Electric Co.  The capability to accommodate riders and the fact that the 4th of July is mid-week this year means we have a chance to show a larger Italian-American presence in the community.  However, the council has decided that unless sufficient members like you and your guests will commit in advance to participate, we will not even enter a unit this year, after all.

Please mark your calendars and sign the participation roster at the next general membership meeting, indicating the total number of participants in your group and whether you will walk or need to ride.  Don't forget to invite your neighbors, relatives, and friends!  If you cannot make the May 5 meeting but wish to participate, please contact Joe.LaMarca@italianheritagelodge.org or phone 703-455-0376.  Also, send your ideas for entertaining activities besides waving to the crowd, especially the DOABLE ones!

We expect official notification of our organization's acceptance as a unit by the parade committee in early June.  At that time, participants will receive all the details such as meeting and parking places, the parade route, etc.  For more information, visit the official city parade web site, http://www.fairfaxva.gov/specialevents/idc/idc.asp .  From the left side of that web page, you can link to the TV telecast of the entire 2011 parade.  To locate our unit, cursor down and find the 1hr, 40 minute spot on the bar across the bottom of the video.  Also, see photos from our 2009 parade unit on our www.italianheritagelodge.org web site.

Joe La Marca
GRAND LODGE MINI-CONVENTION MAY 18-20

The George Washington Lodge will be hosting the Grand Lodge of Virginia’s mini-convention from May 18-20 at the Four Points by Sheraton in Manassas.  If you want to attend and stay at the hotel, the cost is $105 per night which will include a full buffet breakfast for every night of your stay.  To reserve a room, call 1 (703) 335 0000 or 1 (800) 368 7764 and ask for the block room rate under “Sons of Italy”.

The cost of the events for the week end is $75 which includes a hospitality room on the evening of May 18 from 5PM to 10PM, a sit-down banquet on the 19th and lunch after the grand lodge meeting on the 20th.  
There will also be an opportunity to visit the Manassas National Battlefield Park for an extra $3.00 which will include a 45 minute movie about the battles and a one hour walking tour.

MAY LODGE PROGRAM INFORMATION
This month, we will each bring to the potluck dinner a traditional Italian dish our mother or grandmother (or any family member) used to make that is representative of the region of Italy from which our families originate. After we enjoy the delicious meal, each of us will share the recipe and tell us a story about the dish, e.g., when it was (or is) traditionally served, who developed the recipe, memories associated with the dish, etc. Also, we will talk a little about our family’s region in Italy and some of the traditional foods served there. Please bring copies of the recipe of the special dish for all the lodge members (about 30 copies). You can bring photos of your family (optional).

In summary, here is what you need to do for the May 5 Lodge meeting:
1. Bring an Italian dish for the potluck that is traditional to your family;
2. Bring 30 copies of the recipe for your dish;
3. Be prepared to talk for up to two minutes about the recipe and your family’s region in Italy; and,
4. [image: image9.wmf]If you like, you can also bring a photo of your family.

INFORMATION ABOUT THE OPERA NABUCCO

The Washington National Opera is staging the opera, Nabucco, by Giuseppe Verdi for the first time in its 56 year history. It is the opera that made Verdi famous and that gave Italy its popular national anthem. Please join your fellow Lodge members for a night at the opera. It is on Tuesday, May 15, at 7:30 pm at the Kennedy Center Opera House. The Kennedy Center is easily accessible by Metro. Take the orange line to the Foggy Bottom stop and a shuttle bus will take you directly to the Kennedy Center. If you would like to go, please e-mail or call Anne Marrelli at anne.marrelli@gmail.com or 703-385-0814 by Sunday, May 6. The cost per ticket is $85.00. If 20 or more of us attend, we can reduce the costs with a group rate.


Thank you to Dorothey Bodner, a former lodge member and singer in the Washington National Opera, for informing us of this opportunity. Dorothey advised us to select the date of May 15, because the leading man for that evening, Leo An, is superb. Also, a weeknight performance is less expensive than weekend tickets.
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June La Marca
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ANTENNA ITALIA

ANTENNA ITALIA is now on the AMICO website. Get news from Italy and information on
Italian and Italian-American events as well as music & commentary in streaming audio.
Log on any time at Pino Cicala's web site, amico

www.italianamericancommunications.org
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