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JULY 2015
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Cari amici,

The Virginia State Convention was held June 5-6, 2015, in Hampton, Virginia. Bob Amante, president of Peninsula, the host lodge, and his staff did an outstanding job planning and conducting the convention.  The entertainment, the food, and the hotel were all first rate.  I want to thank the delegates from the IHL, John and Laura Asiello, Tony Musco, Francesca Becallo, Marianne Hallahan and Eleanor Lillo for their participation.  State elections were held, and Bob Amante was inducted as the new state president replacing Polly Moroni.  We thank Polly for her service over the last two years.  John Asiello was re-elected as a state trustee.  
The Merit Point Award is presented every two years based on attendance at state events, support to OSIA charities, scholarship and membership.  Based on those factors, the IHL was awarded first place at the convention.  Since we were the only lodge that increased membership in the last two years, that factor weighed heavily in our winning the award.  I want to thank all of you for accepting my challenge two years ago to increase our membership by 20 per cent.  We actually increased membership 25 per cent from 87 to 109 during the two-year merit award period.  This award was due to your efforts and your dedication toward maintaining our lodge as a viable organization.  So pat yourselves on the back as nothing happens without your support and participation.  
The June 13th, 2015, Bocce at the Lillo's was a fine example of why we are first among the Virginia lodges.  Over 50 people braved the hot temperatures to attend the event which featured a delicious pot-luck dinner and some lively bocce competition.  Those who simply watched had just as much fun as those who were playing. My goal for this year was greater participation in lodge events so I was pleased to see so many of you in attendance.  
I hope to see you also at our next event, our participation in the Fairfax City Fourth of July parade.  Joe La Marca, John Asiello, Colette Sciscilo, Tony Musco and others are working hard to prepare for that event so if you are in town, you should consider joining your fellow IHL brothers and sisters as we celebrate our nation's birthday and the many contributions Italian-Americans have made to building this great country.  A flyer containing all of the details for your participation is contained as a part of this newsletter.  This event is great fun so please plan on joining us either as parade walkers or in the truck generously loaned to us by R. E. Lee Electric.   
August will feature our peach picking outing once again planned by Gene La Colla.  He will stay in touch with the orchard and pick a Sunday in August that is optimum for that activity.  This is always a favorite of the IHL as can be attested to by the largest crowd ever at last year's event.  It will be followed by lunch at a local restaurant.  
Our picnic this year will be held on Sunday, August 30th.  John Asiello is spearheading the planning for that.  All of these events will have separate information sent out to the membership as we get closer to each one.
A Presto, Dennis
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

SAVE THE DATES - FUTURE LODGE EVENTS
July 4

Independence Day Parade

9:00 AM

Fairfax City

July 15
Lunch Bunch



12:00 Noon

Sugar Palm Thai Restaurant

July 25
Language Group


6:00 PM

Location TBA

August
Peach Picking





Details TBA

August 30
Lodge Picnic



1:00-5:00

At K of C
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS
The IHL Council will not meet during July or August.

The language group will meet July 25.  Location has not been determined.

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Elizabeth Radke


July 7


Walter Dougherty

July 16
Karen Northon


July 9


Ann Lipton


July 25
Elisabetta Lazarte


July 12

Carol Ann Linder

July 27
Carol Aron



July 16
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JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Anne Marrelli & Robert Kelley

July 1
Joseph & Teresa Scafetta


July 4
John & Theresa Ingaragiola

July 11

Paul & Rosalie Alligood


July 12
Augustine & Joyce Taormina

July 22
JULY LUNCH BUNCH
The Lunch Bunch will meet at Noon on Wednesday, July 15, 2015, at the Sugar Palm Thai Restaurant located at 5580 Vincent gate Terrace, Alexandria, VA, 22312.  Great Thai cuisine!  If you come east on Edsall Road, it will be on your right just after you cross Rt 395 next to Panera Bread.  Please let Dennis know if you plan to attend so he can include you in the reservation.  Call at 703 354 2454 or email Dennis at delillo1@verizon.net.
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INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE 
10 AM-NOON, SATURDAY, JULY 4th, 2015, CITY OF FAIRFAX 
INFORMATION FOR ITALIAN HERITAGE LODGE MEMBERS & GUESTS 
What:  The highlight of the annual City of Fairfax Independence Day celebration is the well-attended parade.  Our lodge will proudly participate in this huge event this year for the ninth consecutive time.

When:  If your vehicle is IN the parade, you MUST be parked at the assemble point by 9 AM.  If walking or riding in the truck, come at 9 AM, as well, to help decorate the vehicles.  Otherwise please arrive by 10 AM, If you are running late, come, anyway, for we willl likely join the procession around 11 AM.  Allow time for traffic and detours.
Where: See map, below.  Enter the area by turning from Rt. 236/Main St. onto Judicial Drive, and park free in Garage B on your left; then walk to the nearby meeting point, as indicated on the map, below.  However, if you have a pass to drive your vehicle in the parade, bypass the parking garage and follow the blue signs to the Divisions 4,5,6,7 outdoor parking lot parade assembly area, where you’ll be directed to our assigned parking spots. We will be in Division 6, Position #611 this year so we will meet in the big outdoor parking lot, for a change, where we can enjoy seeing and meeting participants of many other units that will be in the parade.  
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(MORE↓)

Who:  You are invited, as well as whoever else you also invite to fill our parade unit’s ranks.  Please invite your family, friends and neighbors; they need NOT be of Italian ancestry as long as they appreciate Italian-American culture and have some U.S. patriotic pride to display.  Participants must be at least six years old unless they ride in a decorated wheeled vehicle, such as a stroller or wagon.  No pets, please.  Guests must not comprise a “unit” that would normally need to apply to the Fairfax parade committee to participate; in any case, your invitees will represent our lodge, which in itself represents the Italian-American community.  Obviously, participants must not in any anyway be a potential source of embarrassment.
Why: By participating in the celebration, parade participants show pride, both in our nation, but also in Italian-American culture and in the contributions of Italians and Italian-Americans to the United States of America.  We also take advantage of an opportunity to obtain favorable publicity for our lodge—a potential help in recruiting new members.  Although the parade is very short, it will be filled with many fond memories for us all along the way.  In short, it’s a lot of fun!
How:  Since there will be several convertibles in our unit, as well as a large truck (thank you, R.E. Lee Electric Company!), you or your guests who cannot (or choose not to) walk the leisurely one-mile parade route, should be able to ride.  Young children, however, will not be permitted aboard the truck.  Participants who have difficulty walking will have priority, and all truck riders will be asked to sign a standard liability waiver. 

Wear any Italian, Italian-American, or USA-themed clothing or colors, red,
, blue, and/or green.  Of course, don‘t forget sunscreen and good walking shoes.  Water is normally available, but you might bring some to be sure.  Hopefully, you will not need an umbrella; we haven’t in the eight previous years.  The parade will be over by noon, theoretically before typical daily summer heat and showers.

To view a video clip of our unit passing the reviewing stand last year, see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9DhshPkEBM#t=2819.  For photos of our unit in the eight prior years’ parades, see the Photos page at http://www.italianheritagelodge.org/.  For a replay of this year’s entire parade, watch for it on Channel 12 (Verizon or Cox cable) and later on youtube.com  To purchase a CD of this year’s parade, call 703-293-7120.  To learn more about this year’s parade, as well as other events of the day’s celebration in Fairfax, visit http://www.fairfaxva.gov/government/parks-recreation/special-events/independence-day-celebration/parade.  

If you have any questions about participating in this fun and important event, please phone our lodge Parade Committee Chairman at 703-475-6962 (cell) or email joe.lamarca@italianheritagelodge.org.
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