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FEBRUARY 2011

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Is everybody having fun in the snow? Some good news - the first month of winter is behind us and we have dodged another weather bullet this week. Some bad news - we still have 2 months of winter in front of us.

Our January lodge meeting and auction was a success in spite of the cold weather. Lodge members who were unable to attend missed a lively evening with a lot of good snacks and an overall happy mood. In my view, it was the best event yet since I became president. Gene La Colla, the lodge’s answer to Bob Hope, turned in a great performance as auctioneer, keeping the group in stitches all evening. Special thanks also go to Jo Lowe, our in house computer, who somehow kept track of all the financial transactions. On top of all this fun, we made over $250.00 for the lodge!

The next meeting will be held at St. Mary’s K of C hall on Fairfax Station Road, Saturday, February 12, at 7PM.  It will be pot luck, but we request that you again bring finger foods or desserts. We are once again having a joint meeting with the Italian Heritage Society of St. Mary’s. We have a guest speaker, Peter D. Cimini, who is flying in from the northeast at his own expense to address our group. Mr Cimini has authored a book, “The Secret Sin of Opi”, which has been chosen as the winter reading book selection for 2010 by the Italian American Magazine. It would be embarrassing to have a small turnout for this event so hopefully our two groups will provide a respectable audience. See Page 3 for information on our speaker. The finger foods suggested for this meeting will facilitate interaction between our two groups.

Please pay special attention to the “Future Lodge Related Events” on Page 2. I am trying to provide advance information for your planning. I end this letter hoping that the weather holds for our lodge meeting this month.

 

Ciao,
Frank

ITALIAN HERITAGE LODGE 2517 – OFFICERS

President

Frank Marcinkowski




Lodge Trustees

703 323 8447
  Fmarcinkow(at)Verizon.net


Kevin Brady----Dominic Caruso

Vice-President
Lucio D’Andrea



Tony Finocchiaro----Dennis Lillo

703 978 7896
 LucioDandrea(at)Verizon.Net


Dot Saia


Imm Past-President
Joe La Marca




Master/Mistress of Ceremonies

703 455 0376
 Jlamarca(at)erols.com



Paul Alligood

Orator


Elvira Caruso




Dolores Marcinkowski

703 361 1896
 Elvira10(at)AOL.Com



Sentinel ---- Yolanda Pelosi


Recording Secy
Janine Bjorn




Membership Chair:
703 288 2802   g37wonder(at)Verizon.Net



John Asiello (jfasiello(at)AOL.Com)                                                                                                             

Financial Secy
Jo Lowe




(703 321 7840)



  Lowejs(at)AOL.Com



Education Chair:
Treasurer

Gene La Colla



Art Moscatello (ArthurMoscatello(at)

703 246 9464
 Gino4one(at)AOL.Com



Comcast.Net)





Members on the Grand Lodge




Susan Agosta – Trustee (sagosta(at)caci.com)

La Bandiera Editor:

Paul Alligood, 703 848 1758 – Palli14145@AOL.Com, 1908 Youngblood St., McLean, Va. 22101

Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE-RELATED EVENTS

Feb. 12
Lodge Meeting


7:00 PM

At St. Mary’s K of C 

Feb. 14
Lunch Bunch



12:00 Noon

At Brion’s Grill

Feb. 16
Council Meeting


7:00 PM

At Fairfax Library (Room 103)

Feb. 26
Language Group


6:00 PM

At Wegman’s

Mar. 6

Officers’ Installation Brunch
12:00 Noon

At Fort Myer Spates Hall

Mar. 16
Council Meeting


7:00 PM

At Fairfax Library (Room 214)

Mar. 17
Lunch Bunch



12:00 Noon

At Old Country Buffet

June 17-19
Biennial Convention





Winchester, Va.



FEBRUARY 12 LODGE MEETING TO FEATURE GUEST SPEAKER

The February lodge meeting on the 12th will be held at St. Mary of Sorrows and will feature author Peter Cimini who will discuss his recently released novel, “The Secret Sin of Opi”.  For details about the author, please see the next page.  Members of St. Mary of Sorrows Italian Cultural Society have been invited, and everyone who attends is urged to bring a dish that can feed six people.  The social begins at 6:30 and dinner will be at 7:00.  The lodge will furnish the beverages.  Hope to see you there.
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

. 

The LUNCH BUNCH will meet at Brion’s Grill (University Mall on Braddock Rd.) at 12:00 noon on February 14.  Contact Frank Marcinkowski at fmarcinkow(at)aol.com or 703 323 8447 if you plan to attend.

The language group will meet on Feb 26 in the second floor room above the food court at Wegman’s, 11620 Monument Drive in Fairfax.  We will be dining on Wegman’s fare so there is no need to bring food.   

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Joe Saia



Feb. 1


Peter Andriole

Feb. 18

Jacob Cunningham


Feb. 9


Mary Nardiello

Feb. 24

Elvira Caruso



Feb. 16

Mary Gioglio


Feb. 25

Valentine DaDamio


Feb. 16

Joanne Avillion

Feb. 26

Charles Gioglio


Feb. 16

Gene LaColla


Feb. 28
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Dot Saia



Feb. 17

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARY

John & Laura Asiello

Feb. 17
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FEBRUARY 12 LODGE GUEST SPEAKER                                            

Peter Cimini, our guest speaker, is a native of the Bronx, New York, and was reared by second-generation Italian immigrant parents.  Currently a resident of Connecticut, his book, “The Secret Sin of Opi”, addresses the issue of the Stockholm Syndrome, a psychological phenomenon that causes a kidnapped persons to form a close personal bond with their kidnappers.  It is believed this unusual response is a defensive mechanism of the mind to cope with the stress and isolation of being held captive for a long period of time.  A most recent example of the syndrome was Stacy Lee Dugard who was kidnapped and held for 18 years before being found in August, 2009.

Peter is a graduate of NYU and began his career in education in the New York school system.  After moving to Newington, Conn, in 1970, he worked as a curriculum specialist for the Newington public school system until his retirement.  As a curriculum specialist, he was responsible for developing curriculum and teacher evaluations in many disciplines.

He has written numerous articles for professional journals and op ed columns for local newspapers.

ITALIAN WORDS AND PHRASES – FROM CARLO MIGNANI

La Cucina … mangiamo!

Words connected with la cucina (kitchen, cooking)

mangiare – to eat
avere fame – to be hungry
servire – to serve
prendere – to take (used also to have something to eat or drink)
Prendi una coca cola? – Would you like (take) a Coke?   Do you want a Coke?

Prendi un piatto di pasta? – Will you have a pasta dish?
I Pazzi ci hanno servito una bella cena – the Pazzis served us (treated us to) a nice dinner.

il piatto – plate, dish

lavare i piatti – wash the dishes

aprire – to open
Puoi aprire la bottiglia di vino? – Can you open the wine bottle?

coprire – to cover
Ho coperto la pentola – I covered the pot.

l’elettrodomestico – the appliance
la cucina a gas – the gas stove
la cucina elettrica – the electric stove
il forno – the oven
In questa casa abbiamo una cucina a gas.  – In this house we have a gas stove.
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IHL DELEGATES NEED FOR BIENNIAL CONVENTION        

The Grand Lodge of Virginia will hold its biennial convention in Winchester the week end of June 17 -19.  Our lodge needs to furnish ten delegates to the convention.  If you can attend and would be willing to serve as a delegate, please contact John Asiello, Joe Saia or Art Moscatello.

 
ITALIAN HERITAGE LODGE NOMINATION OF OFFICERS FOR 2011 – 2012
The following slate of officers was approved at the lodge’s January meeting, There were no nominations from the floor.  The installation ceremony will be held March 6 at Fort Myer (see Page 7).


Outgoing - 2010/11

Incoming 2011/12
President:

Frank Marcinkowski

Frank Marcinkowski


V, Pres. : 

Lucio D’Andrea

Lucio D’Andrea




Imm.  P. P: 

Joe LaMarca


Joe LaMarca
Orator: 

Elvira Caruso


Elvira Caruso



Record. Sec: 

Janine Andriole

Janine Andriole

Finan Sec.: 

Jo Lowe


Jo Lowe



Treasurer:  

Gene La Colla

Gene La Colla
Trustees:

Kevin Brady


Kevin Brady


 


Dennis Lillo


Dennis Lillo


 


Dot Saia


Dot Saia

 


Dominic Caruso

Dominic Caruso

 


Tony Finocchiaro

Tony Finocchiaro

  

Mas of Cere;

Paul Alligood


Paul Alligood
Mis of Cere: 

D. Marcinkowski

D. Marcinkowski

Sentinel: 

Yolanda Pelosi

Yolanda Pelosi
Arbitration: 

John Asiello


John Asiello


David Asiello


David Asiello


Jerry DiCerbo

Jerry DiCerbo





Art Moscatello

Art Moscatello


Omero Sabatini

Omero Sabatini
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VALENTINE’S DAY IN ITALY
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Valentine’s Day was initially celebrated as a spring festival in Italy in the open air.  Young people would gather in tree arbors or ornamental gardens and enjoy listening to music and reading of poetry.  Later, they would stroll off with their valentine into the gardens.  The custom steadily ceased over the years and has not been celebrated for centuries.

Early Valentine’s Day Tradition in Italy

In the city of Turin, betrothed couples used to announce their engagement on Valentine’s Day.  Several days ahead of February 14, stores were decorated and loaded with a huge variety of bon bons.  Some even sold china baskets and cups filled with delectable Valentine’s Day candies and tied with a ribbon.  These were to be presented as gifts to one’s valentine.

Another interesting Valentine’s Day tradition in Italy and Britain was the practice of unmarried girls waking up before sunrise.  People strongly believed that the first man an unmarried girl would see on Valentine’s Day would marry her within a year.  Girls therefore used to wake up early on Valentine’s Day and stand by their window to watch a man pass.

 VALENTINE’S DAY CELEBRATION IN ITALY TODAY

The people of Italy see Valentine’s Day as a holiday imported from the U. S. just like Halloween and Mother’s Day.  In Italy, the major day for the celebration of love is il giorno delia festa degli innamorati.  As lovers exclusively celebrate this day, family members and friends do not exchange gifts.

In recent times, however, lovers in Italy celebrate Valentine’s Day by expressing their love to their sweethearts.  Couples usually go out to dinner at a pizzeria or ristorante.  Just as in several other countries, the festival has been commercialized to a great extent.  There is a strong tradition to exchange gifts like roses, perfume, chocolates and diamonds depending on the age and taste of a person.  Another popular Valentine’s Day gift in Italy is baci perugina – a small, chocolate-covered hazelnut containing a small slip of paper with a romantic poetic quote in four languages.

From the SCFI Website

JOINT INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS & BRUNCH

MARCH 6, 2011

GEORGE WASHINGTON LODGE – ITALIAN HERITAGE LODGE

This event takes the place of our regular general membership meeting for March and will be held at the Fort Myer NCO Club (Spates Hall).  The social starts at 12:00, brunch is at 12:30, the ceremony begins at 1:45 and concludes at 2:30, and the post social ends at 3:00.  The cost is $19.50 per person and includes tax, gratuity and the following:

MENU:
Waffle Station


Omelet Station



Salad Bar



Fresh Fruit
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Smoked Salmon


Scrambled Eggs



Bacon Strips



Sausage Links



Baked Ham/Pineapple Sauce
Beef au Jour                            



Cream Beef/Biscuit


Fish



Rice Pilaf



Chicken



Potatoes



Vegetables



Danish



Bagel



Muffins



Biscuits

Desserts:
Assorted pies and cakes

Beverages:
Orange Juice and Coffee

Bar Drinks:
Cash bar at your expense

RSVP:

Italian Heritage Lodge Members to Gene La Colla – 703 246 9464 

Directions to Fort Myer

FROM THE SOUTH





FROM THE WEST

Head North on I-395





Head East on Route 50

Exit onto Washington Blvd. North



By the Iwo Jima Memorial

   (Following Signs to Ft. Myer)




Follow signs to Ft. Myer

Exit Wash Blvd at ramp to Ft. Myer



Entering the Wright Gate

   Entering at Hatfield Gate





EACH PASSENGER MUST HAVE A PHOTO ID

Follow directions of Gate Guard




Follow Directions of Gate Guard

Ask Gate Guard for Directions to SPATES HALL

Ask Directions to SPATES HALL
PX is on the left and Chapel is straight ahead


Take Marshall Drive to McNair Rd.

Turn left in front of chapel onto McNair Rd.


Spates Hall is on the right and

Spates Hall is on the left and parking is on the right

parking is on the left
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TUNE IN “ANTE—NNA ITALIA”

FOR NEWS OF THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY
Listen to Pino Cicala every Sunday at 2PM WFAX-1220AM
On the internet browse AMICO www.italianamericancommunications.org
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