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DECEMBER 2010

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Cari amici,

Buon Natale!
Christmas is upon us! Who has been good or bad? Santa (and John Asiello) are checking the list. There is too much to do and not enough time to do it. But, let us take pause and reflect on the true significance of Christ’s birth. Dolores and I wish all of you the best Christmas gifts of all - good health, peace and the best of God’s blessings.

Our Christmas Lodge meeting will be at St. Mary’s K of C hall on Fairfax Station Road on Saturday, December 11, at 6:30 PM; I repeat, 6:30 PM .Please remember to bring a dish to share at our pot luck dinner. Be sure to bring extra for all. Santa and La Befana will again be coming to our Christmas party so be sure to bring your children and grandchildren. Santa will have a gift for kids 12 and under so call John Asiello at 703-321-7840 with the children’s names, ages, and sex so Santa can have an appropriate gift for all. Children and adults are to bring an UNWRAPPED gift to place under the tree for patients at the children’s hospital. Please take time to contact John NOW and provide the children’s info.

As I announced at the November Lunch Bunch session, there will be no Lunch Bunch gathering in December. We will reconvene in January at Olive Gardens. I am not sure if they will let us in again after we cleaned them out of soup and salad!

The nominating committee of John Asiello, Joe Saia, and Art Moscatello are busy preparing the recommendations for the new slate of officers for the new year. They hope to make an announcement at the December lodge meeting. Please consider serving in an office. This is your lodge and it needs your full support. Contact John, Joe, or Art to volunteer your services.

 

Ciao,
Frank
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Frank Marcinkowski
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La Bandiera Editor:

Paul Alligood, 703 848 1758 – Palli14145@AOL.Com, 1908 Youngblood St., McLean, Va. 22101

Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE-RELATED EVENTS

Dec. 11

Lodge Christmas Party
7:00 PM

St. Mary’s KofC 

Dec. 15

Council Meeting

7:00 PM

At Fairfax Library

Dec. 26

Language Group

6:00 PM

At the Mignani’s



DECEMBER LODGE MEETING

It is the lodge Christmas party.  It starts at 6:30 instead of the normal time of 7:00.  See page 4 for details on what to bring.  Santa and La Befana will be there.  Don’t miss it!
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: the nominating committee consisting of John Asiello, Joe Saia and Art Moscatello seeks candidates for office for a one-year term beginning March, 2011.  If you are interested in giving back to your lodge and the community with your service as a lodge officer, please contact John Asiello (JFAsiello@aol.com, 703 321 7840) immediately, for his committee is drawing up a slate of officer names to present to the general membership at the December meeting.  In January, 2011, nominations from the floor will be accepted and in February, election of officers will be held.  The installation ceremony of newly elected officers will be held in March. 

The LUNCH BUNCH will not meet in December but will meet again in January at the Olive Garden.   See the January newsletter for the date.

The language group will meet December 26 at the home of Carlo and Betsy Mignani.  Please obtain                         directions and advise Carlo and Betsy (mignani(at)cox.net, 703-830-7699) what dish you plan to provide.  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Rosalie Ciccotelli


Dec. 2

Alex Cunningham

Dec. 10

Rosalind Michaelangelo

Dec. 5

Palmer DeMeo

Dec. 19

Maria D’Aiello


Dec. 6

Steven Lipton

Dec. 21

Betsy Mignani


Dec. 6

Augie Taormina

Dec. 24

Frank Bonsiero


Dec. 8

Dominic Caruso

Dec. 26

Peter Ognibene


Dec. 9

Robert Borgatti

Dec. 27
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DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

None

IN MEMORIAM
[image: image4.wmf]
    Marge Finocchiaro




        
    Chuck Nardiell

CHRISTMAS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP PARTY

This year’s Christmas party will be Saturday evening, December 11, 2010.  Due to the extended length of the program and the young age of the primary audience, the meeting will begin at 6:30 PM.  The program will include a visit from La Befana and presentation of the La Befana story.  There will also be a guest from the North Pole.  

IMPORTANT: It is especially important to call in your reservation since Santa Claus will be making a surprise visit with a present for each child under 12. Members who are bringing children younger than 12 are asked to call John or Laura Asiello at 703-321-7840 to provide the name, gender, and age of the child no later than December 5 which will give Santa time to select a gift for the children.  

The meal will be the traditional pot luck, with a focus on entrees or side dishes that will feed at least  6 to 8 people as there is usually a large turn out for this meeting.  Anyone wanting to bring something additional can bring a dessert or appetizer.

In the giving spirit of the holiday, members have the opportunity to participate in the following: each child (and any other members or guests) attending the meeting should bring and place under the tree an unwrapped gift costing not more than $10.00.  Please put a tag on it indicating appropriate age and gender. (The hospital where the gifts will be taken has requested that the gifts not be wrapped as they cannot give the children gifts without inspecting them; however, a gift bag would be nice).  The gifts brought to the party will be taken to the Hospital for Sick Children on December 12 or 13.  Anyone interested in accompanying these gifts to the hospital should contact Joe Saia at 703 978-8499.  Children are especially welcome to help take these gifts to children less fortunate.  

The younger attendees, who are legally considered minors (18 and younger), will have the opportunity to participate in the La Befana presentation.  These members and guests are asked to bring their creative, dramatic, and oratorical energy—talent not required. 

NOVEMBER LODGE PROGRAM

Lodge member Anne Marrelli was the speaker at our November meeting and began her presentation with highlights of the history of Italians in aviation beginning with Leonardo DaVinci, who designed a flying machine, helicopter, and parachute around 1500, to the World War I ace pilot, Cesare Sabelli, and the beginning of commercial flights in 1926 by the first Italian airline, Aero Espresso Italiano. Anne then explained the mission and roles of today's U.S. Federal Aviation Administration where she works and described some of the types of jobs at the FAA including controllers, equipment technicians, engineers, aeromedical doctors, flight researchers, and psychologists. Next, she explained how an airplane safely travels from one side of the country to another as many different types of air traffic controllers  give instructions to the pilots as they fly over a long series of air spaces to reach their destination. Finally, Anne described the four types of psychologists who work for the FAA (clinical, educational, human factors, and organizational) and described her own work as an organizational psychologist.
.     

ITALIAN WORDS AND PHRASES

From: Betsy Mignani

Quanto?  

We saw a few months ago how to say quando (when)

Now let’s look at quanto (how much)

	Abbastanza – enough, sufficiently
	Ho dormito abbastanza ieri.

I slept enough yesterday.

	Circa – about, approximately
	Sono circa le due.

It’s about two o’clock.

	Così – so
	Lei è così stanca

She is so tired.

	Meno – less
	Il barbiere ha lavorato meno ieri.

The barber worked less yesterday.

	Molto – quite, very, very much
	La ragazza canta molto bene.

The girl sings very well.

	Più – more
	Parla più piano per favore.

Speak more slowly, please.

	Poco – little                                               
	Mi piace poco fare le spese.

I don’t like shopping very much. (I like it little.)

	Quasi – almost, nearly
	È quasi ora di andare a casa.

It’s almost time to go home.

	Solo - only
	Vorrei solo finire questo libro.

I only want to finish this book.

	Troppo – too, too much
	Ho mangiato troppo.

I ate too much.


Molto, poco, solo and troppo are also used as adjectives and their endings have to agree with the nouns they modify.

Ho letto pochi libri durante le feste – I read few books during the holidays.

Ci sono molte macchine sulla strada.  – There are many cars on the road.

C’è troppa maggiorana nella zuppa. – There’s too much marjoram in the soup.

LAUREN-CLAIRE MARRELLI KELLY TEACHING IN ITALY

Lauren-Claire Marrelli Kelley, daughter of lodge member, Anne Marrelli, was awarded a Fulbright Teaching Assistantship for the current academic year. Since October, she has been teaching English in two secondary schools in Matera in the Basilicata region of southern Italy. She says that the students are very interested in learning and are well-behaved.  Currently, she is teaching Jane Austen's books.  The students love the books so much that Lauren-Claire has formed an after-school book club for further discussions, and most of the class comes to the club meetings.  Lauren-Claire is really enjoying living in Italy although she does find the bureaucracy rather frustrating. She is living with two college girls in an apartment near the schools.  She has already made many friends and frequently goes out with them in the evenings for pizza and passegiati or promenades.  Lauren-Claire is also enjoying exploring the town's markets and the famous sassi or rock dwellings.  She said that she plans to visit all 150 of the churches in Matera. She writes a blog where you can learn more about her adventures.  The URL for her blog is: http://letteredallitalia.blogspot.com.
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ITALIAN
TUTORING

Native speaker from Rome
Moderate rates

dimmi45@yahoo.com

Carlo Mignani
(703) 830-7699

Fairfax, VA

TUNE IN “ANTENNA ITALIA”
FOR NEWS OF THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Listen to Pino Cicala

On the internet browse AMICO www.italianamericancommunications.org
The website for anything Italian in the Washington, DC area & beyond |














