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OCTOBER 2010

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Cari amici,

Fall arrives! This is my favorite time of the year. New England and western New York are at their most brilliant early this month. Dolores and I are headed north to upstate Michigan to see aging relatives and take in the fall foliage. Columbus Day is observed on Monday the 11th.  Of course, this is a very special day for Americans, particularly Italian-Americans. We will be having the lodge meeting on the third Saturday this month (October16). The meeting will be at the old St. Mary’s K of C hall on Fairfax Station Road at 7PM. As usual, we will have a pot luck meal. Everybody is requested to bring a main dish or a side dish or a desert for 6 people.  The lodge will furnish beverages.

DIRECTIONS:
If coming from the direction of Fairfax City, proceed across Braddock Road on Route 123, then go about 2 miles through 2 traffic lights. At the 3rd traffic light (Fairfax Station Road), turn right and take a left just past St. Mary’s church into the parking lot. The church will be on the left and the K of C hall is on the right.
If coming from  I-95, proceed toward Fairfax City on Route 123. After passing the Fairfax County Parkway and the Burke Center Parkway, you will come to a light with a small shopping mall on the left. Proceed to the next light (just after St. Mary’s and its small cemetery on the left) and turn left at the light. This will put you on Fairfax Station Road. Again turn left after passing St. Mary’s into the parking lot.
Driving has become tougher as people have returned from vacations, kids are back to school and the daylight hours grow shorter. To this we must be especially wary in our driving as the little munchkins celebrate the ghosts and goblins on Halloween. With that caveat, I will conclude this.

Ciao,
Frank 
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE-RELATED EVENTS

Oct. 16

Lodge Meeting

7:00 PM

St. Mary’s KoC

Oct. 20

Lunch Bunch


12:00 Noon

At Paradiso (Springfield)

Oct. 20

Council Meeting

7:00 PM

At Fairfax Library

Oct. 23

Language Group

6:00 PM

At Fran Mazarella’s



OCT LODGE MEETING ON OCT. 16 TO BE HELD AT (OLD) ST. MARY’S

The lodge meeting on Oct. 16 at (Old) St. Mary’s will feature a guest speaker.  For information on the speaker and the subject of his presentation, please see P. 3.  Frank Marcinkowski, lodge president, has provided directions to St. Mary’s in his letter on Page 1 and has suggested what food items to bring.  The lodge will furnish the beverages.  Hope to see you there.
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

The LUNCH BUNCH will meet October 20 at noon at Paradiso Restaurant, 6124 Franconia Rd., Alexandria.  Contact Frank Marcinkowski for reservations (703 323 8447) or fmarcinkow(at)verizon.net.  Everyone is welcome; it’s strictly a social event; no lodge business will be discussed. 

The language group will meet October 23 at the home of Fran Mazarella.  Please obtain directions and advise Carlo and Betsy (mignani(at)cox.net, 703-830-7699) what dish you plan to provide.
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Oct. 27

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

Frank & Susan Bonsiero


Oct. 6

Joe & June LaMarca



Oct. 6

George & Beth Asiello


Oct. 10

David & Laura Strong


Oct. 18


LODGE PROGRAM ON OCTOBER 16

The lodge is pleased to welcome at our October meeting, Mr. Cam Trowbridge, who will make a presentation on his recent book "Marconi: Father of Wireless, Grandfather of Radio, Great Grandfather of the Cell Phone, The Story of the Race to Control Long-Distance Wireless.”  The book is the fullest and best account to date of Marconi, his business and scientific accomplishments and his personal life.  It is not a technical book but instead reads like novel. It is about an unusually driven man and his tragedies and triumphs. Copies of his book will be available.  Besides being a writer, Mr. Trowbridge is head of Trowbridge International Consulting, which specializes in the search, recruitment and  placement  for law firms, corporations, banks etc. with offices in Washington, DC, London, Paris and Rome.
 
The lodge encourages members and friends to take advantage of the opportunity to learn about the life of a great human being whose discoveries have made significant contributions to the economic and scientific development and expansion of the world community. LET US COMMIT OURSELVES TO BE PRESENT AND MAKE THE EVENT A SUCCESS, WORTHY OF OUR LODGE AND OSIA.

ITALIAN WORDS AND PHRASES

From: Betsy Mignani

. 

Quando?

Dimmi quando, quando, quando ...


When you want to say when something happens, use these expressions ........... 

Adesso


now

Dopo



later

Più tardi


later

Prima



before, earlier (also “first”)

Poi



then, after

Oggi



today

Stamattina


this morning (contraction of “questa mattina”)

Stasera


this evening (contraction of “questa sera”)

Ieri



yesterday

Ieri mattina 


yesterday morning

Ieri sera


yesterday evening

Ieri notte


yesterday night (last night)

Domani


tomorrow 

Domani mattina

tomorrow morning

Domani sera


tomorrow evening

A colazione


at breakfast

A pranzo


at lunch

A cena



at supper, dinner

La settimana prossima
next week

L’anno prossimo

next year

La settimana scorsa

last week

L’anno scorso


last year

IN MEMORIAM
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    Marge Finocchiaro




        
    Chuck Nardiello

The OSIA National Office desires to add members’ e-mail addresses to their data base to allow the National Office to send the monthly electronic newsletter "Questo Mese" to all those regular members who wish to be added to the distribution.  If you are interested in receiving the newsletter, please notify the Lodge’s Financial Secretary at Jo.Lowe(at)ItalianHeritageLodge.org.  She will compile a list of e-mail addresses of interested members and forward the list to Marie Siebeking, President, Grand Lodge of Virginia, who will, in turn, forward the list to the National Office.  Please respond by October 10, 2010.

This is a sample of the newsletter:

	
	Sons of Italy News Bureau

	
	Press Release 
For Immediate Release 
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SONS OF ITALY TO HELP REBUILD CENTER
FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM IN L'AQUILA
 

Washington, D.C., August 10, 2010 - The Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF), the philanthropic arm of the Order Sons of Italy in America, will present approximately $235,000 in September to Fondazione Il Cireneo Onlus per L'Autismo to rebuild a center for children with autism in L'Aquila, Italy.

 

The presentation will take place during a visit to the region by Sons of Italy leadership and comes nearly a year and a half after a devastating 6.3 earthquake struck Italy's Abruzzo region, destroying much of the ancient town of L'Aquila, including the center, and other villages.

 

"When the earthquake hit, we knew immediately what we had to do. Within hours, we organized a fund-raising campaign and our members and supporters stepped up to the task," said SIF President Vincent Sarno. "Upon hearing about the destruction of the Fondazione Il Cireneo center in L'Aquila, we saw the opportunity to make a significant impact on a very special group of children and their families."

Fondazione Il Cireneo Onlus per L'Autismo is a non-profit organization that has established and operates four centers for children and young adults with autism in the Abruzzo region. The foundation was formed by a group of parents who thought centers, rather than institutions, could better help their children with autism. For more information about Fondazione Il Cireneo, visit www.fondazioneilcireneo.it. (Note: This website is in Italian.)

 

In May, during a visit to the United States and a special appearance at the SIF's National Educational & Leadership Awards Gala, Italian President Giorgio Napolitano extended his appreciation to the Sons of Italy for its efforts to help the rebuilding in Abruzzo.

 

"I want to take this occasion to praise all of you particularly for the great moral and financial support that you have provided for the tragic earthquake in Abruzzo last year," said Napolitano, addressing the crowd of nearly 1,000 Sons of Italy members and supporters. "You belong to an organization of ancient and noble traditions which reflects the best of Italian values." 

 

The Sons of Italy also recently announced its plan to raise money for the Doug Flutie, Jr. Foundation for Autism, Inc., which promotes awareness and improves the quality of life for individuals with autism and their families in the United States.

 

# # #

Established in 1959, the SIF has contributed more than $110 million to medical research and support, scholarships, cultural preservation, disaster relief, and other projects. To learn more or make a donation, visit www.osia.org/sif.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Sons of Italy News Bureau
219 E St., NE · Washington, DC 20002
(202) 547-2900 · (202) 546-8168, fax
www.osia.org
Contact: Diane Crespy
(202) 547-2900
dcrespy@osia.org


	


Little Known “Facts” About Christopher Columbus

In October of 1492, as every child is taught in school, Christopher Columbus sailed the ocean blue and discovered America.  He was granted the ability to come to America by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain.  But is that how everything really happened? Most of us aren’t told about the real Christopher Columbus.  Here are some things you might not have known about this famous explorer.
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Christopher Columbus, the Man
Columbus may have been born in Genoa.  No one really knows, but the name we know him as is an English version of the name.  The Genoese knew him as, Chrisoffa Corombo. He was born around 1451 and went to sea at the age of ten.  Columbus worked for some wealthy businessmen and it is known that he traveled to the Aegean Sea, England, Ireland and Iceland – where he may have heard rumor of lands to the west.

[image: image4.jpg]


The Moment In Time
While we have often heard that people thought the earth was flat in Columbus’ day and that he convinced the royalty of Spain to let him prove his theories, this is simply not true.  The Flat-Earth story actually comes from a biography on Columbus by Washington Irving in 1828, known as “The Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus”.  The round earth was widely known in Columbus’ day.  The ancient Greeks knew about the curvature of the earth and the means to calculate it’s diameter through use of an astrolabe was used by Eratosthenes in the second century B.C.  Columbus’ calculations were based on information from Arabic and Phoenician scientists, but miscalculated the information.  Columbus was able to get the money to do his journey because the Spanish had just finished a conflict with the Moors in January, 1492 and the Spanish needed gold because the war was so costly.
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The Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria
Columbus left Spain on August 3, 1492 in three ships – the Niña (Spanish for ‘little girl’), the Pinta (Spanish for ‘the painted’), and the Santa Maria (Saint Mary).  Right?  Well, sort of.  The real names of the ships were: The caravel, the Santa Clara, which was nicknamed the Niña, after its owner Juan Niño.  The caravel, the Pinta and the huge carrack, the Santa Maria, which was known by its nickname, the Gallega.  It took him five weeks to make the journey to the New World.  While they were there, they lost the Santa Maria to a sand bar and Columbus came back with a skeleton crew after leaving 39 men to keep watch on what is now Haiti.  They were killed by local natives.  As for the rest – they brought a special treat back to Europe with them – syphilis.
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The Death of Columbus
The older Columbus got, the more religious and demanding he became.  He tried forcing the Spanish crown to give him 10% of all gold found in the New World. They refused, claiming he had done such a lousy job running the place that he deserved nothing.  Some stories claim that he died penniless, while there is some belief that he had a modest fortune at his death at the age of 55 in 1506.  While today, Columbus is revered as a hero in the United States, Italy, and Spain, he was really not that well known during his life or even thereafter.  His fame came about centuries later after America had been named after fellow explorer, Amerigo Vespucci.  Today, he is considered the Father of Exploration.


From: MyFiveBest.com
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ITALIAN
TUTORING

Native speaker from Rome
Moderate rates

dimmi45@yahoo.com

Carlo Mignani
(703) 830-7699

Fairfax, VA

TUNE IN “ANTENNA ITALIA”
FOR NEWS OF THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Listen to Pino Cicala

On the internet browse AMICO www.italianamericancommunications.org
The website for anything Italian in the Washington, DC area & beyond |














