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Joe La Marca

Cari Amici,

The monthly president’s message is usually upbeat, for there is much to celebrate in our Order.  However, this month our sadness lingers over the loss of our dear friend, lodge member, past Lodge President, and current Grand Lodge of Virginia President--Josephine Nunnenkamp.  I urge you to read the eloquent eulogy National OSIA Trustee Kathy Drummond authored, which appears on the next page.  There you’ll learn more than you knew about Jo’s many virtues and contributions to our lodge and state organizations, as well as her OSIA contributions in her native New York.  Kathy delivered that eulogy at Jo’s viewing, where our lodge members turned out in large numbers.  On that occasion we were honored to conduct the Order Sons of Italy in America ritual, “Ceremony in Memory of Departed Members.”

Now it’s time to get back to the work that Jo so devotedly led us to do--raise funds for our charities, sustain, practice, and promote the culture of Italian America, and have a great time doing it all.  

Some work goes on in the background.  For example, next week some of us will be visiting the Italian language classes which we help fund in the elementary school and will be delivering a check for the next school year.  At other events, we will participate in larger numbers.  At our general membership meeting this weekend, our VP has planned a fun program to help us learn about great Italians and Italian-Americans while we get to know each other better.  Next weekend, our Italian language group will meet, and the next day we all bowl together.   (If ten-pin bowling is not Italian enough for you, not to worry; one of our members has invited us all to use the family’s bocce court in the future.) 

The week end after that, we promote our culture with music and conversation from our booth at Viva Vienna!, and in the following week we meet for lunch at a fun place.  In the meantime, our council of officers and committee chairpersons convene to plan the great events of summer, such as our parade unit performance, our lodge picnic and our part in the state convention.

I think Jo would be pleased with our plans.  She was our inspiration.

Fraternally yours,

Joe

It is with great sorrow that we announce the passing of our 2007-2009 Grand Lodge President, Josephine Vidiri Nunnenkamp. Our prayers are with her family and friends. 
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The following eulogy was given during the ceremony performed on April 26 at the wake for 2007-2009 Grand Lodge President Josephine Vidiri Nunnenkamp. The presiding officer was Italian Heritage Lodge President, Joe La Marca, the eulogy was given by Past Grand Lodge President, Kathy A. Drummond, and the Chaplain was State Orator, Lou Moschetto.
 
“Brothers and sisters, we are gathered here not only to mourn the passing of our sister, Josephine Vidiri Nunnenkamp but to celebrate the legacy of her life in the Order Sons of Italy in America.
 
Josephine was an active member of OSIA from the very first when she joined the Ann Bambino Lodge No. 2353 in New York as a charter member. The year was 1976, and she quickly rose through the ranks of her lodge to become its president from 1981 to 1983. She went on to serve the Grand Lodge of New York as a National Commissioner of OSIA’s Garibaldi-Meucci Museum and as a member of the Grand Lodge of New York’s Commission for Social Justice.  She served on many state and local committees and also served as a regional State Deputy.
 
In 1994, Jo and husband Herb moved to northern Virginia. One of her first telephone calls when they arrived was to OSIA’s National Office to ask, “Where are the Sons of Italy in Virginia?” And so she and Herb joined the Italian Heritage Lodge. True to form, Jo jumped right in and volunteered for lodge committees and became part of the lodge council. In two short years, she became the lodge’s president, elected to two terms in 1996 and 1997. 
 
Her enthusiasm and reputation for hard work made her an ideal candidate for the Grand Council, so in June, 1997, she resigned as lodge president and was elected as a State Trustee in the Grand Lodge of Virginia. She also served as State Second Vice-President and State First Vice-President before being elected as State President in June 2007.
 
During her time on the Grand Council, Jo was most actively involved in fund raising and on the State Education Committee. She worked actively to establish new scholarships and to strengthen the financial security of the Virginia OSIA Foundation. As a former educator, Jo was passionate about providing opportunities for young Italian-American students, especially those entering the teaching profession. During her years on the Education Committee, she established the Albert Vidiri Scholarship and the Herb Nunnenkamp Memorial Scholarship. She worked to establish scholarships for Italian language study both in her local lodge and in the Grand Lodge.  I had the privilege of serving on the State Education Committee with her and during my terms as State President, she chaired that committee. I remember sitting in her dining room after we had completed our work on the Scholarship Selection Committee, sharing lunch and reminiscing about experiences and sharing family stories.  I will truly miss those times.
 
As State President, Jo tried to revitalize the local lodges by involving younger members as part of the Grand Lodge and having them serve on state committees and as state committee chairs. Although she faced numerous challenges with her health, she worked very hard to keep local lodges involved in the Grand Lodge to increase membership and re-establish fraternity. Through her efforts, National First Vice-President Joseph DiTrapani visited our Grand Lodge this past September. Something that was a first for Virginia! 
 
From our many conversations, I know that Jo hoped that she could do more, get around better. She was a woman of intelligence, of great energy, of sincere determination, of strong convictions, and of unerring loyalty. 

 
Those of us who grew to know her and love her received a special gift in the knowing. We knew a very feisty lady who told you exactly what she thought. We knew a woman who desperately missed her husband, and was so very proud of her four sons and her beloved grandchildren. We knew someone who deeply cared about issues and people and causes. We knew someone who made a mark on our lives, who left us with fond memories, and who will be truly missed.”
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The Italian Heritage Lodge meets at the Knights of Columbus Hall behind St. Leo’s Catholic Church, 3704 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, Va.

La Bandiera Editor:

Paul Alligood, 703 848 1758 - Palli14145@AOL.Com, 1908 Youngblood St., McLean, Va. 22101

Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG (upper case added for emphasis – not required on the address line).  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS

May 9


Lodge Meeting

7:00 PM

At KofC

May 16

Language Group

6:00 PM

TBD

May 20

Council Meeting

7:00 PM

Fairfax Library

May 24

Viva Vienna


10:00 AM-6 PM
Vienna, VA

June 5 & 6

Grand Lodge Convention



Williamsburg, Va.

MAY LODGE MEETING IS SATURDAY, MAY 9, AT 7:00PM

The May lodge meeting will be held at the Knights of Columbus on May 9 at 7:00 PM. The program is “Guess Which Italian I Am,” and all ages can play.  The food will be heavy hors d’oeuvres, and please bring enough to feed six people.  Beverages will be provided by the lodge.  Hope to see you there!
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The Lunch Bunch will meet at 12:30, Thursday, May 28, at Otani Japanese Steak and Seafood, 10645 Braddock Road, Fairfax (University Mall, Braddock and Rt. 123 – Ox Road).  For reservations, call Joe La Marca at 703 475 6962 or email Joe at jlamarca@erols.com.  Everyone is welcome; it’s strictly a social event; no lodge business will be discussed.  The following is taken from Otani’s website: “Flames, Comedy and Banter are all part of the experience at Otani.  The chefs prepare the food in front of your eyes while you dine around Japanese Hibachi-style tables.  Flames shoot up to the sky and cooking utensils beat up a musical rhythm as the chef ricochets shrimp tails in their 12 inch hats.  And of course there is the food…the delicious smell and sound of the sizzle.  It is a pleasure for many of the senses.”  Only $8.95 plus tax and tip.

On Sunday, May 24, we will have a booth again this year at the VIVA VIENNA celebration in downtown Vienna. The festive tent and Italian and Italian-American music attracts many. This is an opportunity to introduce our lodge to the public and to meet potential lodge members.  If you would like to work at our lodge booth during part of the day, please contact Bob Maida at 703 750 0080. 

In addition to Dish TV and Verizon cable, Cox cable now offers the Italian language TV channel, “RAI.”  It is also available via internet on www.raiclick.it.

Bob Maida, our lodge’s hard working Membership Chairman, Publicity Chairman, Photographer, and Music Man, is moving to New York City.  He has done a great job for us, and he will be missed!  If you come to the May general membership meeting, do bid him farewell.

MAY BIRTHDAYS

Frank Marcinkowski, Sr.

May 4



David Strong


May 21

June LaMarca


May 10


John Dovel


May 23

Carl Malm



May 10


Elisa Mansuino

May 23

John Asiello



May 17
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MAY ANNIVERSARIES

Gene & Carol LaColla

May 15

Kevin & Teresa Brady

May 23

Anthony & Corinne Marasco
May 26

Jerry & Julie DiCerbo

May 28

GRAND LODGE CONVENTION

The OSIA Grand Lodge of Virginia will hold its biennial convention on June 5 and 6, 2009, at the Crown Plaza Williamsburg at Fort Magruder.  You can visit the grand lodge website at http://osiava.org/id33.html for hotel and convention reservation information and for detailed information about the program.  

ITALIAN LANGUAGE LEARNING GROUP

The group will meet May 16 at 6:00PM.  All are welcome regardless of Italian language proficiency.  If you plan to attend, please obtain directions to a new location this month and indicate which food item you plan to bring for the meal by contacting Carlo or Betsy Mignani at mignani(at)cox.net or by phone at 703 830 7699.

ITALIAN PHRASES FROM CARLO MIGNANI WILL RETURN NEXT MONTH

GMU ITALIAN IMMERSION PROGRAM

Anyone interested in jumping into Italian language, culture and food, here is your chance.  This summer, GMU is offering an Italian immersion program to be taught by Kristina Olson, Ph.D., Assistant Professor in Italian.  You can check out the program by going to http://littleitalies.gmu.edu.

Top of Form

Exclusive offer to OSIA members only! 
 
 
Receive $10 off select performances of Washington National Opera's production of Turandot by Giacomo Puccini.  Click here Click herefor discount code.   to order tickets.   
 
Visit OSIA.org's e-Marketplace for members only discounts and special offers!
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LODGE BOWLERS

Next bowling date will be 2:00 PM, Sunday, May 17 at BowlAmerica in Burke.  Please contact Fred Michaelangelo, our Sports Chairman, if you plan to participate, so he can reserve the correct number of lanes.  Fred can be reached at 703 323 8294 or by email at amichaelangelo(at)msn.com.

Italian Community Calendar- May 2009

PROVIDED BY
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Serving the Italian-American Community in Washington D.C.
Your key to Washington Italiana





ANTENNA ITALIA’S EMBASSY CELEBRATION OF 5O YEARS OF SERVICE AND MOVE TO INTERNET

Friday, May 15, 2009 at 6:30 pm -
Click here! for invitations or visit  www.pino50eventbrite.com

INTERNATIONAL LODGE OSIA
Wednesday May 6- Settebello Restaurant at 3101 Wilson Blvd, Arlington. Featuring Daniel DeLuca On film, movies, screen play writing-Cash Bar: 6:15 p.m. Dinner: 7:15 p.m.


ITALIAN HERITAGE LODGE OSIA
Saturday, May 9th at 6:30 pm- KC Hall behind St.Leo’s Curch in Fairfax, VA.


LIDO CIVIC CLUB
Thursday, May 21st at 6:30 pm- Dinner meeting at ALFIO’s -Prospective members welcome.
ITALIAN CULTURAL SOCIETY
Sunday, May 17th at 3:00pm- Monthly Meeting at Friendship Heights Community Center.
Prof. Elaine Walter will tell us about Mozart and Ital. Opera.

ROMA LODGE OSIA
Monday May 18th 8:00 pm- KC Hall 5034 Wisconsin Ave NW- Installation of Officers and refreshments.

CIRCOLO DELLA BRISCOLA
Wednesday, May 20th at 6:30 pm- Spaghettata followed by games at Casa Italiana.

ABRUZZO MOLISE HERITAGE SOCIETY
Sunday May 31st 1:00 pm- Casa Italiana- Program on San Vincenzo al Volturno

THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
March 1 to August 2- Heaven on Earth: Manuscript Illumination .
May 3 to August 9,2009- Jarsomir Funke and the Amateur Avant-Garde Czech and Slovak Photography between the world war

WASHINGTON NATIONAL OPERA
May 2 to May 17 - Wagner – SIGRIDO- Directed by Francesca Zambello
May 16 to June 4– Puccini’s TURANDOT -16,19,21,24(m),27,30 may and 1,4 June- Volonte/Farina

ANTENNA ITALIA IS NOW ON INTERNET
Simply click on the ANTENNA ITALIA link for instant access to the radio archives anytime   in AMICO  at     www.italianamericancommunications.org
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A 3 generations of quality craftsmanship
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Z PELOSI WOOD FLOORS, INC

Wood Floor and Ceramic Tile Specialists
Installation - Refinishing - Staining - Floor Repairs
Commercial/Residential
WWW.Pelosiwoodfloors.com
Gene Pelosi

Licensed/Insured 703-791-4831

J BIN REALTY
5710 Pickwick Road

Centeville, VA 20121

Tom Polera
ASSOCIATE BROKER, GRI, e-Pro

Direct (703) 973-2500
‘Web www.TomPolera.com
Email TomPolera@aol.com
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Allegiance

“ June La Marca

ABR, CRS, GRI
“Life Member" Top Producer

5641 Burke Cenire Parkway
Burke, Virginia 22015

Office. (703) 250-8500

Toll Free: (800) 344-7253
E-Mail: flamarca@erols.com
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Real Estate » Mortgage * Insurance
Title + Home Warranty
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Majca Realty

Understanding Your Dog in Its Environment-Since 1969
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703-893-6049 301-657-8533

E-mail: Bob631@aol.com
www.dogtrainingbybobmaida.com

Phone: (703) 265-4900
Fax: (703) 938-7235

Toll Free: 1-888-509-4900
e-mail: mansuino@erols.com
Address: 333 Center St. N.
Vienna, VA 22180-4518

MoNDO TONDO TRAVEL

Elisa S. Mansuino
OWNER / JOURNEY AGENT

Personalized, Professional Attention
with an International Scope...

LGIVEIT X GO!

ITALIAN
TUTORING

Native speaker from Rome
Moderate rates

Carlo Mignani
Fairfax, VA

dimmi45@yahoo.com
(703) 8307699

TUNE IN “ANTENNA ITALIA”
FOR NEWS OF THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Listen to Pino Cicala

On the internet browse AMICO www.italianamericancommunications.org
The website for anything Italian in the Washington, DC area & beyond
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