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Joe La Marca

Cari Amici,   










It’s going be a “meravigliosa” summer!  I hope we will be spending a lot of it together in celebration of Italian-American culture.  Please put the following dates on your calendar:  general membership meetings on May 10 and June 14 with interesting programs and the usual great food.  On May 25, we introduce ourselves to the public from our booth of music and good cheer at the Viva Vienna! Memorial Day celebration.  We travel to Richmond on June 21 for the Outreach Weekend where we meet other Sons of Italy lodge members from all over Virginia, playing and partying the first day and puttting our heads together on the second in a state-wide effort to move our mutual projects forward and enhance our productivity.  On July 4, we will proudly march behind our banner in the Independence Day parade in Fairfax City.  Later that month, on a date TBD, we go onto the lawn of the KofC hall for our annual picnic.  On an August date not yet set, we will venture far from the beltway for peach picking and wine tasting.

Missing from the agenda this summer is the annual ushering opportunity at the Preakness at Pimlico Race track in Maryland.  This loss will affect our budget, for it was a significant fund raiser.  Please let me or any council member know of your ideas for a substitute fund raising event.

Meanwhile, we throw “un bacio” to all the mothers in our lodge for their special day this month.  

Fraternally,

Joe
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG (upper case added for emphasis – not required on the address line).  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS

May 10

Lodge Meeting

7:00PM

Knights of Columbus Hall

May 21

Council Meeting

7:00PM

Fairfax Library

May 25

Viva Vienna


See Newsletter Announcement

June 14

Lodge Meeting

7:00PM

Knights of Columbus Hall

June 18

Council Meeting

7:00PM

Fairfax Library

June 21-22

Outreach Week End




Richmond, Va.

SATURDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES – LODGE MEETING ON May 10

The program for our meeting will be an Italian movie, “I Complessi”, which contains 3 separate episodes highlighting 3 personality complexes.  This episode, “A Decisive Day”, is about a group of employees on an outing at the company owner’s country home.  Quirino, with a shyness complex, tries to win the heart of his co-worker, Gabriella, who is having an affair with Alvaro, another co-worker, who is married.  She wants to break it off, but Quirino is too timid to do anything about it.

The meal is pot luck; beverages will be provided by the lodge.  Hope to see you there!
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

The lunch bunch will meet at noon, Tuesday, May 13, at Vespucci Italian Fine Dining, 10579 Fairfax Blvd. just west of the intersection with Rt. 123 next to the Hyundai dealership in the center of Fairfax City.  For reservations, call Joe La Marca at 703 475 6962 or email Joe at jlamarca@erols.com.  Everyone is welcome; it’s strictly a social event; no lodge business will be discussed.

On Sunday, May 25, we will have a booth again this year at the VIVA VIENNA celebration in downtown Vienna. The festive tent and Italian and Italian-American music attracts many. This is an opportunity to introduce our lodge to the public and to meet potential lodge members.  If you would like to work at our lodge booth during part of the day, please contact Bob Maida at 703 750 0080. 

See all the information on the OSIA Virginia Grand Council Outreach Weekend June 21 and 22, 2008 in Richmond on Page 5.

MAY BIRTHDAYS

Giulio Porta



May 2


David Strong



May 21

Frank Marcinkowski, Sr.

May 4


Elisa Mansuino


May 23

Carl Malm



May 10

John Dovel



May 23

June LaMarca


May 10

Yolanda Pelosi


May 26

John Asiello



May 17
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MAY ANNIVERSARIES

Gene & Caol LaColla

May 15

Kevin & Teresa Brady

May 23

Anthony & Corinne Marasco
May 26

Jerry & Julie DiCerbo

May 28

ITALIAN LANGUAGE LEARNING GROUP AND ITALIAN WORDS AND PHRASES

The group will meet May 17 at 6:00 at the home of Joseph Onofrietti, 8507 Gamble Oak Dr., Alexandria, Va. 22153.  All are welcome regardless of Italian language proficiency.  If you plan to attend, please obtain directions and indicate which food item you plan to bring for the meal by contacting Betsy Mignani at Mignani@cox.net or by phone at 703 830 7699. 

Last month, we began a new newsletter feature to provide “phrases to improve your Italian”; that is, words or phrases that will help us learn a little more about the language of our ancestors.  This month’s submission by Carlo Mignani is entitled “De Gustibus”. 

In Italy during the ‘50s, la gente (people) and le notizie (news) did not travel much among regioni (regions).  I was 10 years old when, from Rome, we went for the first time to visit my father’s relatives in the seashore town of Rapallo in Liguria.

(Continued On Next Page)

Una tavolata (dinner party) and di parenti (of relatives) eating “pasta al pesto”:

Who are these strange people that speak with a funny accento (accent) and use parole (words) that sometimes I can’t even understand?  I should call them zii (uncles) and cugini (cousins), but they put green stuff on their pasta.  Yuk!  I remember that I made such a fuss that they had to cook a new batch of pasta with my regular beloved red sauce.

Growing up, I learned to love seppie (cuttlefish), calamari (squid), trippa (tripe) and especially the traditional Roman pajata (the calf intestine whose last meal was hopefully milk).  After I married Betsy, initially I felt personally offended when she would not go near the pajata, no matter how much I tried.  But I could never stomach le lumache (snails) that during the Festa di San Giovanni were on sale like popcorn.

And so, some people like la spiaggia (beach), others le montagne (the mountains), some are pazzi per calico (crazy for soccer) while others collect francobolli (stamps), and some never stop speaking about their passion like it’s the only thing.

Our ancestors devised a Latin phrase De gustibus non disputandum est (of tastes there is no arguing).  If you just mention de gustibus, most people understand immediately that maybe it is better to change the subject. 

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES
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SEVEN-DAY ALL-INCLUSIVE TOUR OF ANCIENT SICILY:

OSIA National is promoting trips to Sicily through Unitours starting at less than $2,000.  You can read details in the current issue of OSIA’s Italian America magazine, winter 2008, pages 14-16.  For additional details, a copy of the brochures and application form, call Unitours at 1-800-777-7432 or log on to our www.osia.org website.
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Fairfax County has several one-day bus trips to various places of interest.  Members of all the Northern Virginia lodges and their guests have the opportunity to travel to Ellis & Liberty Island State Park on Tuesday, May 13, as this spring’s travel event.  The cost is $93.00; if you are not a Fairfax County resident, there is an additional $10.00 charge.  The bus leaves the Mason Government Center at 6:00AM and returns at 10:30PM. 

John DiBella of the George Washington lodge has volunteered to coordinate this trip and answer questions.  If you’re interested, don’t delay because tours will be cancelled for low enrollment.  For more details, see the spring 2008 issue of Parktakes or log on to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks.  John can be reached at 703 323 0958 and his email address is jdibella@cox.net.

[image: image6.wmf]
GOLF OUTING
The Italia Mia Lodge is holding its 6th annual golf outing on Friday, May 16, at the South Riding Golf Club in South Riding, Va.  Registration begins at 7:30 with a “shotgun” start at 9:00.  The cost is $125 per player of which $50 is tax deductible.  The price includes green fees, cart, range balls, awards luncheon and door prizes.  The proceeds benefit the Arcola/Pleasant Valley Volunteer Fire Dept. and the Italia Mia Lodge Scholarship Fund which funds scholarships for local Loudoun County students.  For more information, contact Joe Diaddigo at jdiaddigo@verizon.net or call 703 201 6711.

OUTREACH WEEK END

Where will you be the weekend of June 21-22?  Plan now to join fellow Order Sons of Italy Members from all over Virginia at the 2008 biennial Outreach Weekend in Richmond.  This is a great opportunity to relax and meet with friends from other lodges for fun, relaxation, conversation, food (was there any doubt?), and well, yes, a Grand Council Meeting on Sunday.

The registration fee is $60 per person for the entire weekend or just $15 per person, if only attending the meeting on Sunday.  If you want to stay overnight, a block of hotel rooms is being held at the Holiday Inn Express at 7441 Bell Creek Road, Mechanicsville, VA for a rate of $119 per room per night, plus tax, which includes a complimentary hot breakfast bar.  Rooms are scarce in Richmond that weekend, so make your reservations early.  According to the registration form, you can cancel up to the last day, if needed.  Phone the hotel at 804-559-0022 immediately, if not sooner.
Saturday, June 21

· Noon to 3:30 p.m. Hospitality at the Giuseppe Verdi Lodge including bocce, horseshoes, cards, movies, TV, and a live auction; bring your treasures to sell (You can unload the stuff you wish you hadn’t bought at our lodge auction.) 
· 4:00 p.m. Holiday Inn Check-in 
· 5:00 p.m. Mass at the Church of the Redeemer (not a requirement of the Grand Lodge)
· 7:00 p.m.  Dinner at the Italian Kitchen Restaurant & Presentation of State scholarships

     Sunday, June 22

· 8:00 a.m. Mass at Church of the Redeemer
(Attendance will not be taken!)
· 10:00 a.m. President’s Cabinet Meeting & Virginia OSIA Foundation Meeting at the Giuseppe Verdi Lodge.
· 11:00 a.m.  Grand Council Meeting at the Giuseppe Verdi Lodge.
· 1:00 p.m. Luncheon
The registration form with more details and, yes, some repetition, is available on our lodge website.  If you intend to go, please notify Joe La Marca, jlamarca@erols.com or 703-455-0376, especially if you wish to car pool.
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