
[image: image11.wmf]
OCTOBER 2006

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

The weather is cooling off, the leaves are beginning to turn and the days are getting shorter – a sure sign that autumn is upon us.  October is Italian Heritage and Culture month and the celebration of Christopher Columbus.  There will be a wreath laying in honor of Columbus in Washington on October 9 at 11:00AM.
Several of our members have used September to get away for a little vacation.  The Asiellos enjoyed the beauty of the desert in the southwest, the Marcinkowskis headed north to Michigan and the La Marcas and Swanns flew to Sicily for some sightseeing, briscola, shopping and food and wine.

The September food drive netted two large boxes of food for ECHO, and they were very appreciative of our donation.  We will do it again after the first of the year.  The 50/50 was won by future member Haley Lipton.

The October meeting (October 21 – note change) will feature our own Joe Ganci and his sister who is visiting from Italy.  You will be sorry if you miss this event.  More information is inside this newsletter.
There will be no meeting in November due to the anniversary celebration so in October we will begin collecting money for our Christmas family.

On June 22 and 23, 2007, we are co-hosting the 2007 Convention with the George Washington and Italia Mia Lodges.  More to follow!!

Thought of the Day:  As you slide down the banister of life, may the splinters always point the wrong way.

See you October 21.

Fraternally,

Dot
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG (upper case added for emphasis – not required on the address line).  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.
FUTURE LODGE EVENTS
October 18

Council Meeting
Fairfax Library
7:00PM

October 21

Lodge Meeting
Guest Speaker
7:00PM
At KofC
November 5

Lodge 25th Anniversary Celebration
1:00PM
Amer Legion, Springfield
November 15

Council Meeting
Fairfax Library
7:00PM

December 9

Christmas Party
Santa/La Befana
7:00PM
At KofC


LODGE MEETING OCT. 21
Joseph Ganci and his sister, Sally Ganci, who will be visiting from Italy where she lives, will stage a fascinating presentation on life and art in Italy.  Sally lives in Casina, Italy, in the province of Emilia, nestled above Tuscany and the most beautiful scenery in the world.  Sally is a renowned artisan in Italy, carving designs into stone.  She has been interviewed on national television, and she and her work have been written up in art magazines.  Her pieces grace the entrances to towns, kitchen walls, gardens and much more.  Joe and Sally will talk about their lives, part of which was spent growing up in Italy, and what they love about Italian life and art.
The fare is pot luck with the social hour beginning at 7:00 followed by dinner and the program.
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

The LUNCH BUNCH will meet on Wednesday, Oct. 18, at 11:30 at noon at HUNAN EAST, Burke Town Plaza, Old Keene Mill Road and Lee Chapel Road, Burke.  All are welcome to this fun event.  No business is discussed: it is simply an opportunity to dine together.  Contact Joe La Marca for more information at 703 455 0376.

If you were at the Sept. meeting, you saw the beautiful “Italian Angel” created by Susan Agosta and donated to the lodge to use as a fund raiser.  Tickets are available from Frank and Dolores Marcinkowski at the October meeting and before the drawing on Nov. 5.  The price is $1.00 per ticket or 6 for $5.00.
Check the website, italianheritagelodge.org.  It now has pictures and is updated every week.
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Paul Nunnenkamp

Oct. 4


Gloria Chernay
Oct. 14
Laura Asiello


Oct. 6


Patricia Lopez
Oct. 23
Caroline Hartzler

Oct. 9


George Asiello
Oct. 26
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Paul Alligood


Oct. 13


OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

Art and Gloria Moscatello


Oct. 2
Joe and June La Marca


Oct. 6
Frank and Susan Bonsiero


Oct. 6
Frank and Patricia Marcinkowski, Jr.
Oct. 6

George and Beth Asiello


Oct. 10

David and Laura Strong


Oct. 18

BOWLING
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Lodge bowlers will meet at BowlAmerica at Fairfax Circle on Sunday, October 29.  All bowlers and non-bowlers are welcome.   
ITALIAN LANGUAGE LEARNING GROUP MEETING
The next meeting of our combined Italian language conversation group will be on Saturday, October 14, at 6PM at the Mignanis.  As always, all are welcome. Please contact Betsy Mignani, mignani@cox.net, 703 830 7699, and let her know which food item you plan to bring for the meal.  Directions to the meeting site will be provided.
25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION – NOVEMBER 5, 2006
[image: image5.wmf]We are down to the last few weeks, but there is still time to place you ad in the journal booklet.  The deadline is Oct 7.  
A ticket reservation sheet for the event is on the next page of the newsletter for your convenience.  All reservations must be pre-paid; no money will be accepted at the door.  
A lot of time and energy has gone into the planning of the celebration, and it is a milestone for our lodge.  There will be national and state representatives present, and a large showing of lodge members would be appreciated.  There will be entertainment, food and drink and no long speeches.  Get your reservations in to Gene LaColla soon.

MESSAGE FROM JO NUNNENKAMP
The following e-mail was received from Jo Nunnenkamp prior to the September 9 lodge meeting:
Dear Dot, Brothers and Sisters:

I am so sorry that I cannot be with you tonight as family obligations and health keep me at home.

Thank you so much for the wonderful memorial you have established in Herb’s name.  He would be so happy to know you have been so generous, and so proud to know you are promoting the Italian language in our schools.  As you all know, he was more Italian then many born Italians.  He wore his OSIA pin wherever he went and spoke the Italian he knew with great pride.  So, on his behalf, I say—mille grazie.
Have a wonderful meeting, and I hope to see you all soon.

Fraternally, with love.
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LODGE SUMMER PICNIC

The annual lodge picnic held in July was a huge success as the weather was great, and about 90 members, relatives, friends and prospective members were present.  The food was plentiful and enjoyed by all.  Bocce and card playing took second place to the World Cup soccer finals.  Over 60 people watched Italy beat France in penalty kicks.  The excitement filled the room throughout the game, and when Italy won, the excitement was enormous. 

We had four small tents this year which worked out well thus avoiding the cost of renting a large tent.  Thanks to all who helped make the picnic the success that it was as many hands made light work.  We especially thank the following: Dot and Joe Saia, Gene and Carol LaColla, John and Laura Asiello, Tony and Marge Finocchiaro, Paul Agosta, John Dovel, Bob Maida, George Asiello, Dave Asiello, Dave Strong and daughters, Lexi and Grace, Ann Lipton, Alex Cunningham, Fred and Roz Michaelangelo, Frank and Dolores Marcinkowski, and, of course, the ITALIAN WORLD CUP SOCCER TEAM.  There were a lot of people helping, and if we omitted anyone, accept our thanks as your help was also greatly appreciated.
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ITAlian Heritage LODGe of FAIRFAX
Order Sons of Italy in America
We are pleased to announce our

25th  Anniversary Celebration and

Invite you for Cocktails and Buffet 

Sunday,  November 5, 2006 

1 PM

American Legion Hall Post 176

6520 Amherst Avenue

Springfield, Virginia
Please send  the tear off  below along with your check to The Italian Heritage Lodge c/o Gene LaColla, 10106 Scarlet Circle, Fairfax, Virginia  22030 to reserve your reservation no later than October 30, 2006.    For questions, please e-mail gino4one@aol.com.  Directions to the American Legion Hall are enclosed.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Name:______________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________

Please reserve ____ seats @ $30 each.

My check in the amount of $____________made payable to the Italian Heritage Lodge is enclosed.

DIRECTIONS TO AMERICAN LEGION POST 176

6520 AMHERST AVE.

SPRINGFIELD, VA. 22150
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From 395 North:

South to Exit 169 B – Old Keene Mill

Make immediate right off the ramp on Brandon Ave.

Make a left at first intersection, Bland Street

Second light is Amherst, make left and go over the bridge

American Legion is at the bottom of the bridge on the right hand side – look for the flags

From 495:

Take 95 South Exit and follow directions above

From 395 South:

Go North to Backlick Rd. Exit, follow Backlick

Stay left when road forks and follow past Jennings Toyota on left

American Legion is next building on left hand side

Turn left into parking lot

Do not go over bridge

From Fairfax County Parkway:
Take Backlick Exit and follow directions above

From Springfield / Old Keene Mill Rd:

Follow Old Keene Mill and turn right on Springfield Ave. (just before the signs to 395 between Mobil station and the dentist building)

Follow straight ahead into American Legion parking lot
RECIPE FOR TOMATO, CAPER AND GARLIC CROSTINI PROVIDED BY JANINE ANDRIOLE

(TAKEN FROM THE FOOD NETWORK WEBSITE)

3 THICK SLICES Italian bread, crusts removed

¼ cup red wine vinegar

1 6 ounce can tomato paste



2 tablespoons warm water

2 tablespoons capers




2 cloves garlic

1 bunch Italian flat leaf parsley



½ cup extra virgin olive oil

Salt and pepper

Crostini or Italian bread brushed with olive oil and toasted

Tear the bread slices into small one inch cubes.  Toss and let the bread soak in red wine vinegar for 10 minutes

In a small bowl, add the tomato paste and 2 tablespoons of warm water and mix.  Set aside.

Into a food processor, add the capers, garlic, parsley and olive oil until you get a coarse chop.  Add the soaked bread and tomato paste and mix until the garlic is finely chopped and the ingredients are mixed.  Add salt and pepper to taste.

Spread the mixture onto the toasted crostini slices.
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS AND THE START OF THE AGE OF DISCOVERY
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In my view, our Lodge could not be rightfully named Italian Heritage if the October issue of its newsletter failed to make any reference to Cristoforo Colombo or, as we say over here, Christopher Columbus. Thus here are some thoughts for the day. 

President Kennedy once remarked that the truly great personages of history are readily identified and remembered -- long after their death -- by a one-liner: he freed the slaves; he is the Father of our country; he wrote the Declaration of Independence; she was known as the Virgin Queen [rightly or wrongly, I might add]; and, he is the greatest poet of the English-speaking world. Well, say, “He discovered a new world,” and see whose name comes immediately to mind.

But Columbus did more than discover a New World. By sailing to and exploring a few
islands off the vastness of the Americas, he proved that the earth was round and set in motion the Western World's most fateful chain of events since the birth of Christ.  He paved the way (waves?) for other glorious, if less adventurous, Italian explorers (Amerigo Vespucci, of course, but also Giovanni da Verrazano and Giovanni Caboto, or John Cabot);  far more importantly, Columbus made it possible for another Italian, Galileo, to argue and ultimately prove that earth was not the center of the universe.

It goes without saying that if planet earth is not the center of the universe, then one has to try to find out what really is out there -- in that vastness of space far, far, far greater than the vastness of the Americas that Columbus did not even get to see.

Surely, Columbus and Galileo started people wondering about and trying to explore the galaxies, but would space exploration, i.e., the new age of discovery, have been possible without wireless communication? And who is the inventor of wireless communication? Another Italian, of course, none other than Guglielmo Marconi.  I suppose that at least some of you have seen the small but graceful monument erected to him somewhere on Wisconsin Avenue in the District, but I must confess that when I am pestered by these now ubiquitous cellular phones, or by some of the music that I hear blaring out from other peoples’ car radios, I am not always so proud of our own Marconi's invention. But, then, one takes the good with the bad. Happy Columbus Day and Happy Discovery Day to all of you. Ciao a tutti

Omero Sabatini
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