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APRIL 2014
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Cari amici,
I am cautiously optimistic that the snows of this past winter are now behind us.  While profitable for my son-in-law Chris's snow plow business, I'm sure most of us are glad to welcome the crocuses and daffodils emerging from under the recently snow-covered mulch in our flower beds.  Fortunately, IHL members have the perfect way to celebrate the advent of springtime and the warmer temperatures at our Saturday, April 12th, event, bocce and pot-luck dinner in my back yard.  All IHL members and their families are welcome to attend.  Please see details on this event on P. 5 of this newsletter.

Last year our goal was to increase membership, and we were successful in doing that by 20 percent!  However, this increase in membership has so far not translated into an increase in participation in IHL events.  It seems the same 25 or 30 people are the ones who consistently show up.  Let's reverse that trend starting with the April 12th bocce and pot-luck dinner.  Since we have over 100 members, it would be great if 50 percent showed up for the bocce and future IHL events such as the lecture on the Puglia region of Italy in May and our catered dinner in June.  I'll put that out as a goal and see how we do!

The official swearing in ceremony for our new officers took place at Fort Myer’s NCO Club on Sunday, March 2nd.  I look forward to joining with them to make the coming year a successful one for our lodge.  Of course, that cannot happen without your full participation.  I welcome suggestions from any of you for future IHL events that you would want us to pursue.  Send me suggestions by email delillo1@verizon.net or call me at 703-354-2454.

Last month I mentioned that we have a new webmaster, Joseph Aubrey.  Joseph is already hard at work improving the website.  Be sure to check it out at italianheritagelodge.org.  It contains links to our fellow Virginia lodges and to the OSIA national site.  It's a good way to stay in touch with IHL upcoming events as well as with what the other lodges are doing in Virginia and with the National OSIA organization.    

A Presto,
Dennis
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

SAVE THE DATES - FUTURE LODGE EVENTS
April 12 – Bocce at the Lillo’s – Noon (see P. 5)
May 3 – Guest speaker on the Puglia region of Italy – at K of C
June 14 – Catered dinner at K of C
July 4 – Walk in the Fairfax Independence Day parade
August – Peach Picking and lunch at the Blackthorne Restaurant
[image: image1.png]A=

\
Ba‘.\d “The Banner”

Newsletter of:

THE ITALIAN HERITAGE LODGE #2517
Order Sons of Italy in America





LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS
Joe La Marca has published on the website the schedule of lodge events for the rest of this year.  Check it out at www.italianheritagelodge.org.

The language group will meet April 26. at the home of Peter and Kathleen Ognibene.  Please inform Carlo and Betsy (Mignani@cox.net) which menu items you plan to bring.
Anyone needing a ride to lodge events, please contact lodge president Dennis Lillo at 703 354 2454.
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APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
Max & Ellie Nigretto




April 4
Joseph & Renee Signorelli



April 5
APRIL LUNCH BUNCH
The Lunch Bunch will meet on Wednesday, April 16th, at noon at the Olive Garden Restaurant located at 3548-52 South Jefferson St., Falls Church, VA 22041. Tel: 703 671 7507.  It is located across from the Skyline Mall on Route 7.  They have a soup and salad special that is very popular.  Please let Dennis Lillo know if you plan to attend so he can make the appropriate reservation.  Email at delillo1@verizon.net or call at 703-354-2454..

 

K of C HALL CLEANUP
 Hall cleaning and setup for our meetings has been relatively easy and takes less than two hours with only two people.  We would like to beef up our "Guest Services Team" so anyone interested should contact John Asiello at 703-321-7840 or Joe Saia at 703-978-8499. Also, if you are already on the team, please call to let us know of your willingness to continue as a member of this elite group.  Please call as "many hands make light work."   

ITALIAN WORDS AND PHRASES
From: Carlo Mignani
Perché nelle torri dei castelli le scale salgono in senso orario?
Le torri dei castelli sono sempre state progettate per agevolare la difesa degli occupanti in caso di attacco nemico. Per questo motivo, generalmente, le scale all'interno della torre, salgono in senso orario. Infatti, poiché la maggior parte delle persone è destrorsa, gli assalitori si trovavano a dover brandire la spada dalla parte del pilone centrale, con conseguente disagio. I difensori, invece, dalla cima delle scale, avevano un angolo di visuale ed uno spazio di manovra migliori.

                  ----------------------------------------------

Why, in the towers of castles, do the stairs climb up clockwise?

The towers of castles were always designed to facilitate the defense of the occupants in case of an enemy attack.  For this reason, generally, the stairs inside the towers ascend clockwise. In fact, since most people are right-handed, the assailants found themselves having to brandish their swords on the side of the central pillar, with consequent awkwardness. The defenders, however, from the top of the stairs, had a better visual angle and space to maneuver. 
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Italian Heritage Lodge Bocce Pot Luck Picnic!

DATE:  Saturday, April 12th 

TIME:  12:00 PM to 5:00 PM

PLACE:  5104 Colebrook Place, Alexandria VA 22312

RSVP Dennis Lillo by April 9th at email delillo1@verizon.net or call at             703-354-2454

Come and join in on the fun with other lodge members.  Bring a dish to share with your fellow bocce enthusiasts.  All-you-can-drink wine and soft drinks will be available to purchase at the usual IHL rates.  We will hold our usual 50-50 raffle.  Also, you may want to get in on the OSIA raffle as well with a first prize between $15,000 and $25,000 depending on the amount of tickets sold.  Details at the picnic!      
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OUTINGS

      The enormously popular young Italian singers, “Il Volo,” will appear at the Filene Center at Wolf Trap in Vienna, VA, on Friday, June 13 at 8:00 PM.  Tickets went on sale to the public Saturday, March 28, so there should be tickets left.  (See http://www.wolftrap.org/Find_Performances_and_Events/Performance/14Filene/0613show14.aspx.)

       Seats remain for lodge members and guests to sign up for the October trip to Sicily and Calabria with the tour company that arranges Sons of Italy trips.  See http://www.unitours.com/sicily-and-calabria-tour-9-days-from-new-york-jfk-tour.aspx.
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