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APRIL 2013
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Cari amici,

Having just been elected president of our Italian Heritage Lodge for the coming term, I thought it would be appropriate for me to tell you a little something of my background including my Italian heritage.

My family’s story is very similar to many Italians who came to America during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.  My maternal great grandfather, John Cirelli, immigrated to the United States in 1903 from a small hill town called Marsico Nuovo located in the Basilicata region of Italy.  Like most Italian immigrants, he came looking for opportunities to make a better life for his family in America.  Once he was settled with a job with the New York Central Railroad, his wife, Vita (Fortunato), followed him in 1906 with their three daughters, Julia, Antoinette, and Margaret.  They settled in the town of West New York, New Jersey, and raised nine children to adulthood.  My grandmother, Margaret, married Giacomo Dagrosa in 1916. They had two children, Anthony and my mother, Ida.  

My paternal grandparents, Nicolo and Angelina Lillo, came here from Bari about the same time and also raised nine children.  They settled in Mount Vernon, New York, just north of the Bronx.  Nicolo had an ice business when that was the way most people stored their meats and other perishable foods.  One of their sons, Louis Lillo, married my mother, Ida Dagrosa, in 1945.  I came along in 1946, one of the first of the baby boomer generation and the oldest of their three children.  Lou and Ida settled in Brooklyn, New York, and as was typical in those days lived in a house owned by my maternal grandparents.

We were a close-knit family with many Sunday dinners and outings with relatives and friends. I attended Brooklyn College and soon after graduation started working for the Defense Logistics Agency, a branch of the DoD.  I was drafted in 1969 and served two years in the Army, one in Viet Nam.  I married my incredible wife, Eleanor, in 1977, and soon after moved to Fairfax County, Virginia, where I worked at DLA Headquarters, first at the old Cameron Station and later at the new DLA Headquarters building at Ft. Belvoir.  Eleanor and I raised two children, Cynthia and Alex.  Both are now married and have each blessed us with a grandson, Jon Christopher Williams and Anthony Louis Lillo.  Eleanor has been retired from Verizon since 1999, and I retired from DLA in 2009.  

Our Italian heritage is something not only to be remembered but to be cherished and celebrated.  Eleanor, Italian on her mother’s side (Calciano), and I have tried to keep our family traditions alive and a part of our children’s lives.  We still do the lavish Italian feasts on the holidays that I experienced happily as a child growing up in Brooklyn.  I enjoyed watching and later helping my grandmother, Margaret, preparing homemade ravioli, manicotti, cheesecake and pasta e fagioli to name a few.  We continue making those traditional Italian dishes at our family gatherings and have our own tradition like the annual Lillo Bocce Tournament, which has been held since 2001 in my back yard.  Over 60 family members and friends attend each year as another celebration of our Italian heritage.

The Italian Heritage Lodge to which we belong is certainly a wonderful way for us to continue to celebrate our Italian heritage and as a means to continue to learn more about Italy, its history and the history of Italian Americans.  In the coming months, I will talk about my goals for the future to keep our organization viable and relevant.  I look forward to the coming year as your president.

A Presto,

Dennis
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS
Apr. 13

Lodge Meeting


6:30 PM


At K of C
Apr. 17

Council Meeting


7:00 PM


Fairfax Library

Apr.18


Lunch Bunch



12:00 Noon


Bertucci’s

Apr. 27

Language Group


6:00 PM


At The Grana’s
May 11

Italian Music Concert

7:30 PM


(See Page 4)
June 22

Bocci at the Lillo’s


TBA



Alexandria

July 14

Lodge Picnic



TBA



At K of C
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Lunch Bunch will meet next on Thursday, April 18th, at noon at Bertucci’s in Springfield, VA, Phone: 703-313-6700.  They serve unlimited salad and bread at lunch with a nice variety of Italian specialty entrees to choose from.  Also, their brick oven pizza is some of the best you can get in Northern Virginia.  Bertucci’s is located at 6525 Frontier Drive, Springfield, VA, 22150.  Please contact Dennis Lillo at 703-354-2454 or email at delillo1@verizon.net if you are planning to attend.
The language group will meet April 27 at the home of Jeff and Allison Grana at 6:00 PM.  Please advise Carlo and Betsy (Mignani(at)cox.net) what you plan to provide for the meal.  All lodge members are welcome.

Bruno and Marisa Diconi are returning to Italy but will be back this summer.  They extend greetings to all lodge members.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Carlo Mignani

Apr. 3


Marianne Hallahan

Apr. 15


Susan Bonsiero

Apr. 3


Neil Nappo


Apr. 19
Linda Moran


Apr. 8


Vincent Serafino

Apr. 20
Patricia Baskette

Apr. 11

Fred Ingham


Apr. 29


Kathleen Ognibene

Apr. 11

Frank Marcinkowski

Apr. 29
Victor Haburchak 

(Date Omitted)
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APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
Joseph & Renee Signorelli



April 5
Antonella Reed




April 24

Patricia & Horace Baskette



April 28

LODGE MEETINGS IN APRIL AND MAY
The musical concert announced last month for April featuring Italian composers performed by professional musicians Robert Kelly and Susan Hayes has been rescheduled for May 11.  See Page 4 for details.
The program for the April meeting will be a power-point presentation by Roseanna Andolfo of pictures she took over the last year while visiting Sicily.  It will include traditions and landscapes, Mt. Etna, food festivals, the coasts, Greek theatres in Taormina and Siracusa, and it will end with typical Sicilian food.

ITALIAN WORDS AND PHRASES
(From Carlo Mignani)
Giuseppe Domenico Scarlatti (Napoli, 26 ottobre 1685 – Madrid, 23 luglio 1757) è stato un clavicembalista (harpsichordist) e compositore italiano, attivo durante l'età barocca (the Baroque era).
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Fu l'autore di una cospicua (substantial) e validissima produzione di musica sacra (sacred) e operistica (operatic). e lasciò un immenso corpus (body) di musiche per clavicembalo che occupano un posto rilevante (notable) nell'evoluzione della tecnica e della composizione per strumenti a tastiera (keyboard instruments).

Divenne compositore e organista della Cappella Reale di Napoli nel 1701. Nel 1709 si recò a Roma al servizio della regina polacca in esilio Maria Casimira. 

Successivamente si trasferì (he moved) a Lisbona, il 29 novembre 1719, e poi nel 1733 a Madrid, divenendo insegnante di musica della principessa Maria Magdalena Barbara. Quando la principessa divenne Regina di Spagna, Scarlatti rimase nel paese per venticinque anni, ed ebbe cinque figli. 

Domenico Scarlatti morì a Madrid, all'età di 71 anni. La sua residenza in Calle Leganitos è segnalata (marked) con una targa (plaque) storica, e i suoi discendenti vivono ancora oggi a Madrid.

Giuseppe Domenico Scarlatti (Naples 26 October 1685 - Madrid 23 July 1757) was a harpsichordist and Italian composer active during the Baroque era.

He was the author of a substantial and very valid production of sacred and operatic music and left a huge body of music for the harpsichord that occupies a notable position in the evolution of the technique and of the composition for keyboard instruments.

He became composer and organist of the Royal Chapel of Naples in 1701, then in 1709 went to Rome at the service of the Polish queen Maria Casimira.

Later, he moved to Lisbon and then in 1733, to Madrid, becoming music teacher of the Princess Maria Magdalena  Barbara.  When the princess became Queen of Spain, Scarlatti remained in that country for 25 years.

He died in Madrid at the age of 71 and his residence in Calle Leganitos is marked with an historic plaque while his descendants still live in Madrid.
Concert of Classical Music by Italian Composers

7:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 11, 2013

St. John Neumann Church

11900 Lawyers Road

Reston, VA 20191

A concert of beautiful classical music by Italian composers will be performed by professional musicians Robert Kelley, pianist, and Susan Hayes, flutist. The concert is sponsored by the Italian Heritage Lodge of Fairfax, Virginia. The public is invited to share this special musical experience with us free of charge. 

The program includes music by Giulio Briccialdi, Ferruccio Busoni, Alfredo Casella, Domenico Scarlatti, and Francesco Maria Veracini.

[image: image5.jpg]Founded June 22,1905



[image: image6.wmf]Grand Lodge of Virginia




Order Sons of Italy in America

33rd Biennial Convention – May17 - 18, 2013

Registration Form
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________ State: ________ Zip Code: ____________

Telephone #: _____________________ E-mail Address: ______________________________________









(Please print legibly)

Lodge: ______________________________________________________________________________

Arrival Date:   __________________________   

If you have any questions please call State President, Marie Siebeking at (757) 481-4030




























# People
      Total



Convention Registration Fee (per person): 

$130.00
_______
$_______
(Includes: Thursday night Hospitality Suite, Friday night Dinner at Roma Lodge,

Breakfast & lunch on Saturday plus the Banquet on Saturday evening at the Hotel; 

plus all documents, credentials, and convention materials.)

Make checks payable to Roma Lodge #254 and mail to: 

Paul Siebeking, 2833 Charlemagne Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23451


Please check the Committee Meeting you will attend Friday afternoon (you will be assigned, if you do not chose):

Audit/Budget ___Bylaws __ Charity __ Culture & Heritage ___ Education __ Fundraising __ Good of the Order __ Membership __

Registration deadline is March 17, 2013.


Hotel Information

Springhill Suites by Marriott

6350 Newtown Road

Norfolk, VA 23502

Telephone: Call (757) 333-3100 or toll free (888) 287-9400 to make your reservation. Please notify the reservations agent that you are with the Sons of Italy Group. The hotel rate is $111.00 (Plus City and State tax).  

Hotel registration deadline is May 5, 2013. 
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