
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

      

MAGGIO 2020 

     MESSAGGIO DALLA PRESIDENTESSA 

 

Dear all - 

 

As we move into the third consecutive month practicing social distancing we're all saying 

enough already!  I know everyone is tired of being home and not living our normal lives.  

Hopefully May will be the month we turn the page if only slightly in a positive direction.  

When I'm feeling particularly low I think of the stories my grandparents, the greatest 

generation, told me about their lives during WWII and how as a people and a nation we 

rallied.  My father-in-law also had stories of being a young boy in Italy during the war 

and what the Italians endured.  Life was very difficult.  We'll get through this.  Our family 

and friends in Italy are also still quarantined and don't know what the future holds.  God 

bless them and all that have lost their lives.  We can honor them by never forgetting them. 

 

Praying for all of you and looking forward to the day we can all get together again. 

 

With affection, 

Dawn  

 

“Love, Healing and Hope to Italy and The World” 

If any of our members missed the Easter Sunday concert of Andrea Bocelli, you can find it on 

YouTube as:  Andrea Bocelli: Music For Hope – Live From Duomo di Milano. 

Bocelli begins his concert with gentle, loving and heartfelt words of the hope we find in Easter.  

The 30-minute live concert inside the Duomo was performed with only an organist accompaniment.  

The dark, silent and still background of an empty church contrasted Bocelli’s message to the world 

in his religious selections which included Panis Angelicus, Ave Maria, Sancta Maria and Domine 

Deus.  The “Sancta Maria” was beautifully performed to the Intermezzo melody from” Cavalleria 

Rusticana.”  Bocelli’s final piece was Amazing Grace and performed outside in front of the Duomo. 

The concert included views of Italy, New York, Paris and London.     
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ORDER SONS & DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA 
ITALIAN HERITAGE LODGE #2517 

2019-2020 OFFICERS 
 

  President:     Dawn Falsinotti        Lodge Trustees: 
  703-362-1724     falsinotti@yahoo.com        Rosalie Ciccotelli  
  Vice-President:    Joe Cardinale        John Dovel 
  703-910-7163               joe.cardinale@italianheritagelodge.org Marianne Hallahan  
  Imm. Past-President:  Colette Sciscilo         Dennis Lillo 
  703-795-2231     colette.sciscilo@gmail.com      Nancy Perrelli 
  Orator:     Fred Michaelangelo   
  703-323-8294    amichaelangelo@msn.com       
  Recording Secy:    Eleanor Lillo                
  703-354-2454              delillo1@verizon.net                                             
  Financial Secy:          Dot Saia        
  703-978-8499              dmjcs@cox.net                                  
  Treasurer:                  Cynthia Williams     
  
  Publicity Chair:        Joe La Marca                                                     

joe.lamarca@italianheritagelodge.org  
                                       (This position is also open for anyone interested)  
   
 Sentinel:                     Sal Guli  
 
Education Chair:        Elisabetta Lazarte 
                                       Elisabettalazarte.gmail.com 
                                                                                          
 Membership Chair:    
 Webmaster:                 Joe La Marca 
 

Master of Ceremonies:     Roy Schender 
Mistress of Ceremonies:     Vacant 

 
 

Lodge Members Serving on the Grand Council of Virginia: 
Joseph Scafetta, Jr., Former State President 

Coletta Sciscilo, Second Vice-President 
Marianne Hallahan, Trustee 

John Asiello, Arbitration Committee 
Tony Musco, Arbitration Committee 
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SAVE THE DATES - FUTURE LODGE EVENTS 
    
 

 

THESE EVENTS HAVE BEEN POSTPONED INDEFINITELY: 

 

 

April 4                     Casino Night   6:30 P.M.  K of C Hall 

 

May 9                      A Night of Italian Music   6:30 P.M.  K of C Hall 

 

June (TBD)          Bocce & Picnic   11:00 A.M.  The Lillo’s home 

 

 

 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 

         

May 10                                           Buona festa della mamma 
 

 

July (TBD)  (TBD) 

 

August 8  (TBD) 

 

August (TBD)           Hall Stripping & Waxing Floors           

 

September  19         Meet & Greet    6:30 P.M.  K of C Hall  

     Spaghetti Dinner        

 

October 10             (TBD) 

 

November 14              (TBD) 

  

December 12            Festa di Natale  6:00 P.M.  K of C Hall  

       

 
                                           
 
 

 

                                                                                      MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Roy & Sandy Schender 

      May 11 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://img.pngio.com/transparent-blue-flower-crown-blue-watercolor-flowers-png-blue-flower-crown-png-920_612.png&imgrefurl=https://pngio.com/images/png-784027.html&tbnid=u2M6l8lEKlJj4M&vet=10CDEQMyh5ahcKEwi4iOvqyZDpAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg..i&docid=O0kh7m1autLMLM&w=920&h=612&itg=1&q=flower images&hl=en&safe=active&ved=0CDEQMyh5ahcKEwi4iOvqyZDpAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAg


 
 

 
 

                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                        MAY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

      

 

                       Buon Compleanno  

                    e Tanti Auguri!      
                       

 
                             

                   

 

 
 
  

                                    

                                                      

 

 

 
ATTENZIONE ! 

Upcoming events…… 
 

Dear Members and friends, 

      We have received word from the Grand Lodge of Virginia as well as directives from National that for the 

time being, all future events will be indefinitely postponed until it is safe to socialize.  These will include the 

following events: 

 

Monthly Executive Council Meetings 

Monthly Lunch Bunch 

Monthly IHL Italian Language Group 

Installation of Officers Dinner and Ceremony 

Casino Night 

A Night of Italian Music 

Bocce Event 

 

 

   

IHL DUES:  IHL will be suspending the payment of current dues for May until further notice.  We realize 

that because of work/salary situations, many members will be unable to submit their annual dues at this time.   

Since this is a fluid situation and since we have been unable to hold events, please bear with us as we assess 

an appropriate solution.  If you have any questions, please contact either Dot Saia or Dawn Falsinotti.     

 

 

 

   Joanne DeMarco              May 1 

   Francesco Falsinotti          May 7 

   June La Marca                    May 10 

   Sal Guli                                 May 10       

   Joseph Scafetta, Jr.        May 10 

   Cynthia Williams                 May 17 

  John  Asiello                         May 17 

  David Strong                       May 21 

  Sharon Harmon                  May 23 

  John Dovel                            May 23 

  Chris Williams                       May 28 

  Concetta King                     May 31 

   

 

     
                   
                        



 
 

            Our dear friend, Sig. Vittoria, sent this email to me as an update on his book: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buongiorno cara Coletta, 

 

I hope all is well with you and family. We are doing fine with this corona virus. This 

morning I made the following announcement on Facebook which may be of interest to 

you. 

 

I am happy to announce that my book, "Bitter Chicory to Sweet Espresso", Survival and 

Deliverance from WW II in the Naples Area 1940-49, has been translated by Lucia 

Cristina Tirri into Italian. The title of the book is "Dal Caffe' di Cicoria al Caffe Espresso: 

L'Italia della mia Infanzia", Sopravvivenza e Liberazione Nei Paesi del Sole Durante La 

Seconda Guerra Mondiale. 

 

Words can easily be translated, but, most importantly, Dr. Tirri has been able to capture 

the spirit and intent of the book as well. Those events are described from the perspective of 

a child, who experienced those events first hand. 

 

The paperback and e-book in Italian and English are available in Amazon.it or 

Amazon.com. 

 

I would appreciate very much, if you could spread the word to your colleagues and friends 

about the Italian translation of the book. 

 

ciao, 

 

Carmine 
 

 

Sonny and Teresa Scafetta offer this article as a glimpse into the Italian upbringing of            

Dr. Anthony Fauci: 

 

 

usworldherald.com/dr-anthony-fauci-growing-up-italian/ 

 
I was unable to copy and paste the article/interview and pictures into the newsletter, 

but the “gist” is that Dr. Fauci grew up in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn and quips that it was the 

 

“kind of neighborhood that on every Sunday morning, a mother walks out on 

her porch and calls for Anthony, about 20 kids come running yelling “What Mom?”. 

 

 

 And, of course, Dr. Fauci says that  

“My best memories as a child are of the house being full with aunts, 

cousins, and uncles with a table of good food.” 

     
 



 
 

FATHER VINCENT R. CAPODANNO, MM 

“SERVANT OF GOD” 

 

     Vincent R. Capodanno was the youngest of 10 children born to an Italian immigrant family. His 

parents, Vincent Sr. and Rachel, left Gaeta and settled in Staten Island NY. On February 13, 1939, 

while the family prepared their Staten Island home to celebrate Vincent’s 10
th

 birthday, his father 

never returned home. Sadly, young Vin’s father had died that same day while working at the 

shipyard.  

    Vincent Jr. went on to graduate public high school, attend one year at Fordham University and 

work as an insurance clerk before discerning a call to the Maryknoll Missionaries. His first 

assignment was to Taiwan for six years, and then in an unusual move by his superiors, he was 

reassigned to Hong Kong.  Fr. Capodanno then requested to serve as a Navy chaplain. 

   Commissioned a US Navy Lieutenant on December 28, 1965, he attended chaplain school in 

Newport, Rhode Island before heading to Vietnam in 1966 to serve with the 1
st
 BN 7

th
 Marines and 

the 1
st
 BN 5

th
 Marines. While serving those Marines, he became known as “the Grunt Padre”.  

   LT Capodanno served in seven combat operations, including Operation Swift where, at the age of 

38, he died providing medical aid to the wounded and last rites to the dying, who always sought to 

heal and comfort the wounded and dying on the field of battle.   

   He was posthumously awarded a third Purple Heart and a Medal of Honor.  

   In Staten Island, the main boulevard, formerly Seaside Blvd, was renamed Capodanno Blvd, and 

Fort Wadsworth is home to the Fr. Capodanno Memorial Chapel.  In Naval Station Newport RI, the 

chapel and street leading to it are named after Capodanno. Gaeta’s Naval Clinic is also named after 

Vincent Capodanno. On November 17, 1973 the USS Capodanno, FF-1093 was commissioned.  

   Years later, the Catholic Church declared him a Servant of God, the first step towards 

canonization. Possible considerations include patron for Memorial Day (25 May 2020), immigrants, 

large families, chaplains, medics, military and more. 

 For more information on his legacy, visit 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincent_R._Capodanno. 

 

 For information on his cause, visit 

www.CapodannoGuild.org. 

 

“The Field Afar” is a film depicting the life of  

Fr. Vincent Capodanno. 

 

 

Article contributed by Judy McCloskey 

 (former IHL Member) 

 

La Bandiera Editor:  Coletta Sciscilo (703) 795-2231 / Colette.sciscilo@gmail.com 

Website:  www.ItalianHeritageLodge.org     Facebook: OSDIA Fairfax 

Instagram:  sonsofitaly_ihl2517  
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Please patronize our advertisers 

 

 

 
 

 
PELOSI WOOD FLOORS, INC. 
GENE PELOSI 703-791-4831 

Wood Floor and Ceramic Tile Specialists  
Refinishing-Staining – Floor Repairs 

Commercial/Residential – Licensed/Insured 
www.pelosiwoodfloors.com, 

 

 
RE/MAX ALLEGIANCE 

 June La  Marca, ABR,CRS,GRI, CDPE 
Life Member, Top Producer 

Relocation Specialist 
5641 Burke Centre Parkway, Burke, VA 

22015 
Office -703-250-8500, 

june@junelamarca.com 
Cell -703-477-7312, Fax 866-269-0389 

 

 
4 J WEALTH MANAGEMENT, LLC 

Jeff Sciscilo, CFA  
A registered Wealth Advisor 

703-566-9573, Jeff@4jwealth.com 
330 King St., Suite 10B, Alexandria, VA 

22314 

 
 
 
 

YOUR AD HERE! 
 

 
 

 
R. E. LEE ELECTRIC CO., INC. 

Roy E. Lee, PRESIDENT 
703-550-7500, Fax 703-550-7505 

Government & Commercial 
Interior, Exterior, Line Work 

P.O. Box 280, 8207 Backlick Rd.,  
Newington, VA 22122 

 

  

 

CARLO AND BETSY MIGNANI have written a 
valuable guide to assist tourists who want to 

explore the Eternal City on their own with 
historical context and timely information.       

Available on Amazon, by searching  
“Walk Rome Mignani”  

Website: www.walk-rome.com 

 
 

 
 

 
Frances E. Mazarella, (Francesca) 
LEED, AP License # INT 100586, NCIDQ 

#2479 
Consultant: Design & Construction Management, 

Commercial, Government, Retail, Residential  

2151 Jamieson Ave, # 802 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

 Franemaz@gmail.com, 703-836-6995 
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